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March 12, 2017 
Fact to Fantasy: 

Using Autobiographical Material in Fiction 
with 

Ellen Sussman 
 

 
 

We all have so much rich experience to draw 
from in our own lives. But how best to turn that 
into the stuff of fiction? New York Times 
bestselling author Ellen Sussman will share her 
insights and experience in borrowing material 
from her own life to add emotional depth and 
passion to her novels. 
 

Ellen Sussman is the author of four novels, A 
Wedding in Provence, The Paradise Guest House, French 
Lessons, and On a Night Like This. She is the editor of two 
critically acclaimed anthologies, Bad Girls: 26 Writers 
Misbehave and Dirty Words: A Literary Encyclopedia of 
Sex. She teaches through Stanford Continuing Studies and 
in private classes.  EllenSussman.com 
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REDWOOD WRITERS GENERAL MEETING 
When:  Sunday, Feb. 12 
Time:   2:30-4:30 p.m. Come at 2 p.m. to register 
  & mingle with other writers.  
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Courtyard Room 
Cost:     $5/members, $10/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Want to be kept up to date on Redwood Writers 
events and happenings, contest deadlines and 
more? Check out our calendar at 

redwoodwriters.org/calendar. 

MARCH EVENTS 
March 10: Poetry submission deadline for April  
March 12: Author Support Group 1:00-2:15 
March 12: General Meeting 2:30-4:30 
March 13: Dine with Local Authors 6:00-8:00 
March 15: Anthology 2017 Deadline  
March 15: New Member Orientation 
March 25: Redwood Academy Workshop with 
                 David Kudler 9:30-12:30 
March 25: Open Mic 1:30-3:30 
March 28: Copperfield’s Presents 6:00-7:00 
                 D. A. Ramirez  and C-Factor  
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BOARD BUZZ 
SCREENWRITING 

 

 
 

by Marian Lindner 
 

Many of the things Redwood Writers teaches us about writing apply to crafting a screenplay: skillful character, 
plot and thematic development are imperative. Good exposition is essential. Frontier justice for the villain at the 
end will meet the reader’s desire for vengeance. Your unique writer’s voice will raise your work out of the slush 
pile. But writing a screenplay is different from writing a novel or non-fiction manuscript. 

 
So how to go about writing a film script? When I wrote my first screenplay, I bought a copy of a screenplay I 

liked and to the best of my ability copied the style of that manuscript. My first effort was a piece of junk, but I 
never gave up. Here’s some of what I’ve learned over the years: 

 
Mechanics/Specific format: Only courier typeface is acceptable with Hollywood studio heads and screenplay 

layout is complicated. I started with Final Draft software, which is the industry standard and essential to any 
aspiring screenwriter. I highly recommend this program as a great guide. Plus, Final Draft has an excellent 
thesaurus and is easy to use. Special tip: whenever you introduce a new character, write their NAME in all caps. 

 
Reading the script should feel like watching a film 
When writing a screenplay, think cinematically. Vivid images and pictorial depictions must be reflected in 

your script. Make each scene setting count. Special tip: outline your script before you begin writing. 
 
The importance of dialogue 
A nice screenplay page looks like a lot of dialogue, not an abundance of scenery description. Keep scene 

settings terse and use compelling dialogue. Be original, raw and visceral in any language you choose for your 
characters. Make sure none of them sound the same as any other character in the script. Also, avoid narration, the 
weakest link in any cinematic endeavor. Special tip: invite friends over and perform your script out loud. 

 

Movies are expensive –make sure your screenplay appeals to a broad audience 
Savvy screenwriters know that making a connection with the reader and making them care are the best ways to 

appeal to a wide audience. Grab your audience immediately. Let them know who the characters are and what they 
want. Special tips: write your logline first. (A log line is a succinct one-sentence description that boils a script 
down to its essential dramatic narrative.) Also, remember many people want to learn something from a film as 
well as be entertained. Ask yourself if centering your screenplay around an interesting cultural facet, significant 
historical event or societal group would up your screenplay’s wow factor. 

  
And finally… Don't believe the hype 
Worried about being too old or about your gender in Hollywood? Don’t. If studio suits think a film will make 

money, they will buy it. I don't care who you are. The bottom line: Hollywood is desperate for good material that 
will sell! 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

 
 

Stephen Bakalyar 
by Kathleen Thomas

As a child oblivious to the bigger news in the 
world, Stephen Bakalyar often fell asleep to the tune of 
the keys of his mother’s Underwood typewriter. A 
writer, her fingertips pounded each key, producing a 
slap-slap-slap of metal on paper. Except for publishing 
scientific papers, he would not become a writer until he 
retired. His favorite books growing up were biography 
and science.   

It’s no wonder he became a scientist and inventor. 
His father invented toys, taught high school math, and 
imparted in Stephen a love of nature. 

“My father’s interest in nature and science infected 
me,” Stephen said. “He brought the school’s large 
telescope home for a few days; I stared for hours at the 
moon, Jupiter, and the Orion nebula.” 

He was born and raised in Iowa, attended Iowa 
State University before moving to California and 
completing his Baccalaureate at UC Berkeley in 1960, 
with majors in chemistry and biology. After 
graduation, he joined the military and ended up 
stationed in Anniston, Alabama as a lieutenant in the 
Army Chemical Corps, tasked with defending the U.S. 
against chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear 
weapons. It was there in the heart of Dixie that he was 
introduced to “white only” water fountains and other 
racist institutions in the Deep South.   

“I was largely indifferent to the racism around me,” 
he said. “I focused on military training, my wife's art 
career, and two young children. This despite the 
horrific 1961 Anniston bus burning of the Freedom 
Riders. Remarkably, it was not discussed; most new 
chemical corps officers were graduates of Georgia 
Tech.” 

The family later returned to California where 
Stephen worked as a chemist with Bio-Rad 
Laboratories, a multi-national scientific research and  

design company. They lived in Berkeley, taking 
advantage of programs and services for special 
needs children, as their son has Down syndrome. 
In 1967, he marched with 60,000 comrades up 
Market Street to Kezar stadium in San Francisco to 
protest the Viet Nam war. A passionate supporter 
of science and human rights, as was his dad, 
Stephen has long been a proud supporter of several 
organizations – American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, Amnesty International, 
National Alliance on Mental Illness, American 
Humanist Association, and  ACLU – which he 
calls “bastions for truth and justice.” 

Bakalyar’s career was in and out of sales, 
marketing management, product development, and 
as director of science and technology. He produced 
brochures, catalogs and advertising campaigns. He 
wrote patent applications for his own inventions 
and was a frequent writer in peer-reviewed 
scientific journals in the field of analytical 
chemistry.  

The Bakalyars eventually settled in 
Sebastopol, retiring in 2000 in Sonoma, where 
they live today. Stephen devotes much time and 
energy to Napa Valley Support Services, a 
nonprofit for individuals with disabilities.  

He has written memoir and essay, and now 
poetry and short stories, mostly flash fiction. He 
was published once in the now defunct Redwood 
Coast Review and three times in Redwood Writers 
anthologies.  

His writing inspiration comes from daily life 
and memories of past times.  

“My wife is a painter, mostly of abstract art,” 
he said. “It is helpful to have a companion with 
whom to discuss the struggles and successes of the 
creative life. She and my daughter, also a writer, 
critique my work, invariably resulting in 
improvements.” 

Stephen has been in several critique groups, 
which keep him on his toes. He enjoys reading at 
the intimate open mics and salons sponsored by 
Redwood Writers, where he’s been a member for 
six years, and Napa Valley Writers, where he is a 
dual member (four years). 
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POETRY	  PLACE	  
Pungent Dusk 

— Karen Hayes 
 
Pungent dusk 

much at water's edge 

moss fresh 

 where river slips up to taste 

sun-baked algae 

crumbling residue 

 where puddles have shrunk 

scent of  wet autumn leaves 

swirled into heaps 

     fermented by harvest moon 

sediment marked trees 

    copses hunched and knotted 

against last winter's deluge 

 

Why does the river  

take my tears 

it already 

has my heart 

 
Shine Bright our Mother 

— Heather Purvis-McConnell 
 
shine bright our Mother 
movement transforms everything 
roam the earth for peace 

 
The Immeasurable Sea 

— Ana Manwaring 
 

A tortoise sea surges,  
snaking blackberries tangle 
the juncture of sand and earth, 
raking needles across 
salted basalt cliffs, and 
the crescendo as she rises, 
her breath foaming  
a chantey grinding stone 
to sand in buzzing retreat. 
Fury dampened gray, calmed  
under the tectonic plate of fog.  
 

Poetry Place is a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month, several poems will be selected to be 
printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the space available. Send one poem per person. 
Use 12 point Times New Roman font. Shorter poems work best.  

Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. **Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be included in 
the following month’s issue.                 --Juanita J. Martin 



 Redwood Writer  5 

 

COPPERFIELD’S PRESENTS: REDWOOD WRITERS FICTION 2017 
Submitted by Mary A. Adler, Co-Chair, Copperfield’s Presents 

 
This year’s joint events with Copperfield’s Books at Montgomery Village are underway.  
Each month presents a wonderful opportunity to talk with the authors who have done what most of us 

aspire to: publish their writing. The talks are casual and audience participation is welcomed, whether the 
topics are plot and arcs, the author’s journey, his or her process, or their paths to publication. Here are 
details about the next three of the six events: 
 
March 28  D.A. Ramirez and C-Factor.  Dr. George Taylor, cancer researcher and college professor, 
leads a team of World Health Organization Inspectors to the Ukraine at the height of the “Cold War.” 
The team’s mission: evaluate the effects of radiation exposure on workers, their families and 
surrounding communities at several nuclear facilities. During the inspections Dr. Taylor is unwittingly 
drawn into a dangerous mystery, which began years earlier in Greenland. The truth uncovered could 
place the entire Soviet system in turmoil. His loyalties will be tested between the UN’s goals and his 
secret involvement with the National Security Agency. 

April 25  Crissi Langwell and The Road to Hope. Jill Johnson and Maddie Russo are two mothers 
who experience the earth-shattering impact of separate tragedies. Both 35-year-old Jill and 16-year-old 
Maddie fall victim to their personal circumstances, succumbing to a life neither of them plans for 
herself. But a brief encounter between the two of them forces the path of their lives to change course, 
offering light to their despair, and setting a journey where hope leads the way. The Road to 
Hope touches on themes of homelessness, poverty, teen pregnancy and child loss.  

May 23  Dale Brandon and Fear Runner. In Fear Runner, a fast-paced thriller, Lauren Chandler 
overhears a government official release priceless financial information to an unknown accomplice. 
When Scott Quinn becomes embroiled in her predicament, they become the targets of the world’s most 
dangerous assassin, an assassin who never fails. 
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CONTEST CORNER: 
A Place for News and Information about Redwood Writers’ Contests 

Meet Fan Fiction Contest Judge Michele Drier 
by Margie Yee Webb, 

Chair, 2017 Fan Fiction Contest 

Michele Drier, a judge in the Redwood Writers 2017 Fan Fiction Contest, is author of the Amy 
Hobbes Newspaper Mysteries and The Kandesky Vampire Chronicles, president of Capitol Crimes—the 
Sacramento chapter of Sisters in Crime, and co-chair of Bouchercon 2020 in Sacramento. I recently 
asked Michele about her writing and activities. 

MYW: When did you discover your passion to be a writer? 
MD: Although I wrote poetry and short stories in school, I never planned to make a career of writing—I 
was a chemistry major. A strange little part-time job, typing up sports scores for the local newspaper, 
introduced me to the adrenaline of journalism. Over four decades, I was in and out of the “business” as a 
reporter and editor for daily papers including the San Jose Mercury-News and the Modesto Bee, as well 
as being the CEO of large-scale non-profit organizations. 

MYW: What books have you written and what are you working on? 
MD: I finally sold my first book, Edited for Death, in January 2011 after numerous years working on the 
manuscript. Then I wrote the first of The Kandesky Vampire Chronicles—SNAP: The World Unfolds, a 
paranormal romance series that was published in July 2011 and Edited came out that November. So I’m 
published in two genres, the Amy Hobbes Newspaper Mysteries (three in the series), and The Kandesky 
Vampire Chronicles (nine books). I am currently wrapping up my 13th book, a stand-alone psychological 
thriller Ashes of Memory, have two more Amy Hobbes, at least one more in The Kandesky Vampire 
Chronicles and a cozy series, The Stained Glass Murders, in the pipeline. Oh, plus a historical mystery 
set in a Roman fort along Hadrian’s Wall in 250 CE. 

 Edited for Death received a “riveting and much recommended” review from the Midwest Book 
Review, and several books in the Kandesky Vampire Chronicles have awards from the Paranormal 
Romance Review reviewers and editors. 

MYW: What else are you doing besides writing? 
MD: I’ve taken on things to help my marketing efforts. I was president of the Guppy Chapter of Sisters 
in Crime for two years (an on-line chapter of more than 700 members offering classes, swaps, critique 
groups and support). 

I’m president of Capitol Crimes with about 90 members and we biannually alternate a members’ 
anthology—just published the 2017 Anthology—and a full-day writing workshop, scheduled for April 
22, 2017 with Catherine Coulter as keynoter. 

I’m co-chair for Bouchercon—the world’s oldest and largest mystery fan and writers conference—for 
2020 in Sacramento and we’re expecting about 1,600 attendees. Our Guests of Honor are Scott Turow, 
Anne Perry, Walter Mosely, Cara Black and Janet Rudolph and toastmistress is Catriona McPherson. I 
also teach private classes, Pump up Your Writing, and am scheduling some 2017 classes now. 

MYW: Thanks, Michele! I invite everyone to visit her website, www.micheledrier.com, and connect 
with her on Facebook and Twitter. 
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CONTEST CORNER 
Meet Fan Fiction Contest Judge Linda C. McCabe 

by Margie Yee Webb 
 
Linda C. McCabe, a judge in the Redwood Writers 2017 Fan Fiction Contest, is an award-winning 

author of the epic historic fantasy Quest of the Warrior Maiden, and was notorious as “Athena” in the 
Harry Potter fandom. I recently asked Linda about her writing. 

  
MYW: How did you become interested in fan fiction? 
LCM: I began reading the Harry Potter series in the fall of 2001, just before the first movie was 
released. I read the first four novels in quick succession and was blown away by J.K. Rowling's skill of 
hiding clues in the series that bore fruit in later volumes. I sought out online discussion groups to help 
me analyze the series. That is when I became exposed to Harry Potter fan fiction. The stories I liked 
best were those that tried to flesh out various theories as to what might happen in the rest of the series. I 
came up with my own wacky theories and tried my hand at writing a fifth year fic. It was my first real 
attempt at writing fiction and served as a test to see if I had the talent and stamina to write a novel 
length story. Secrets, Lies and the Daily Prophet was published online and voted as the Best Novel 
Length Fic on the now defunct website Portkey.org. It was during the process of writing this fic that I 
became a supporter of the Harry/Hermione "relationship" and began participating in the online ship 
debates as "Athena." 
MYW: What drew you to your genre? 
LCM: The Harry Potter series inadvertently led me to writing epic historic fantasy. While researching 
the symbolic meaning of hippogriffs, I read the epic poem Orlando furioso. That is when I discovered 
the incredible love story of Bradamante and Ruggiero. I was so impressed by this amazing warrior 
maiden from literature that I decided to adapt that poem into a series of fantasy novels for modern day 
audiences. 
MYW: What have you published so far and what are you working on? 
LCM: My first novel, Quest of the Warrior Maiden, is the first volume in a planned trilogy. This 
adaptation of the legends of Charlemagne is a saga filled with chivalry, secret romances, betrayal, 
revenge and magic. It was awarded Best Historic Fantasy by the Bay Area Independent Publishers 
Association (BAIPA). 

 I am almost finished with my first draft of volume two. Then I will have the Labor of Hercules to edit 
the manuscript so that the myriad plotlines are told in a cohesive manner and with an eye for pacing to 
be juuuust right. 
MYW: Where can we find your work? 
LCM: My novel, Quest of the Warrior Maiden, is available online at Amazon in trade paperback and 
ebook format. My 5th year fic, Secrets, Lies and the Daily Prophet, can be found on Fanfiction.net. My 
website is www.LindaCMcCabe.com. 
MYW: Thanks, Linda! I invite everyone to visit her website and connect with her on Facebook. 
 
Margie Yee Webb is an award-winning author and photographer for the gift book, Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: Insight 
and Inspiration for a Wonderful Life, and as co-creator of Not Your Mother’s Book . . . On Cats anthology. Past Vice 
President of the California Writers Club and Jack London Award Winner, she currently serves as Membership Chair and 
Speaker Coordinator for Gold Country Writers in Auburn. She is also their 59 Word Contest Chair in 2017 
(http://goldcountrywriters.com/hester-jones-winner-59-words-contest/), having won third place in the 2016 contest. 
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CONTEST CORNER 
Prompt Contest Chair, Jeanne Jusaitis  

 
 

 
by Natasha Yim 

 
If you’re an organized, creative person, love to help out Redwood Writers, but can’t do so in person 

much of the time, being a contest chair might just be the perfect fun role for you! You can do most of the 
work from the comfort of your own home, meet industry professionals, and learn a lot about how editors 
and judges evaluate manuscripts. In our Contest Corner, our contest chairs will share their experiences of 
being a chair, the rewards, the challenges, and helpful tips.  

In this issue, we profile Prompt Contest Chair, Jeanne Jusaitis: 
 
NY: Which RW contests have you participated in and in what capacity contestant, judge, winner, 
chair?) 
JJ: I've entered the Middle Grade first chapter contest and the Steampunk Contest. Surprisingly, I won 
first place in the Steampunk Contest. I was Chair of the Prompt Contest. 
 
NY: What was (is) the most rewarding experience about chairing a contest? What were (are) some 
of the challenges? 
JJ: My favorite part was listening to the deliberations of the judges. I learned so much about how they see 
the entries. Judges come with their own strengths, likes, and prejudices, and they have to come to a 
compromise with the other judges. The process is enlightening. . But, there was one disgruntled 
participant who blamed their loss on me. That hurt. 
 
NY: How did your experience differ from (or was similar to) what you had envisioned prior to 
becoming a contest chair? 
JJ: Most of the entries came flooding in the last week of the contest, so there were times when I was 
afraid that only ten people would enter. I needed to have somebody, if not me, at every meeting to give 
the contest a push. Also, I was nervous about being away on vacation for part of the entry period, but it 
worked out well in the end. 
 
NY: What are some tips you might offer a new contest chair that would be helpful in this role? 
JJ: Make sure that you have a process ready for the judges' deliberation. Don't offer any prizes that you're 
not sure you can deliver. For example, I offered the prompt photo, signed, as first prize. The photographer 
was out of town much of the time, and I couldn't get the right jpg for the photo until the very end. Phew! 
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Redwood Writers 2017 Academy Workshops 
WORKSHOP  I:   THE  HERO’S  JOURNEY    March  25  

WORKSHOP  I I :   BUILDING  YOUR  SELF-‐PROMOTION  PLATFORM    Apri l   22  

WORKSHOP  I I I :   WRITING  CREATIVE  NONFICTION    June  2  
 
Participate in three Saturday morning workshops focusing on crafting your best work and launching it into 
the world. These workshops will be your chance to “dive deep” into specific topics with a smaller group. 
Attendance is limited to 30 and in the past, they have sold out, so register soon if you plan to attend. These 
workshops will be an interactive learning experience, providing deeper knowledge and new skills. 

TIMES:  

Saturdays  
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

LOCATION:  
Flamingo Hotel 

2777 Fourth St. 
Santa Rosa 

PRICES:  

Individual Workshops: 
Members: $25 

Non-members: $35 

Complete Series: 
Members: $60 
Non-member

 

CLICK  HERE  TO  REGISTER  

If you have any questions, please send an email to workshops@redwoodwriters.org.
 

WORKSHOP  I:   Saturday,  March  25,  2017    
THE  HERO’S  JOURNEY: The  Power  of  Where.    
Setting,  Place,  and  the  Hero’s  Adventure 

 

with  David  Kudler 

Every story explores a hero's journey along a path toward discovery. It's easy to focus on the hero or on 
the goal, but what about the path? With David Kudler (author, publisher, and editor for the Joseph Campbell 
Foundation), explore the ways in which you can enrich your settings using the hero cycle explored by 
Campbell in his classic The Hero with a Thousand Faces. 

David Kudler is an author, editor, and publisher as well as a North Bay native. Since 1999, he has overseen the 
publications program of Joseph Campbell Foundation (JCF.org), where he has shepherded over 70 print, ebook, audio, 
and video titles to publication. These include the 2008 edition of Campbell’s seminal The Hero with a Thousand 
Faces. He runs his own small publishing company, Stillpoint Digital Press, and released Risuko, his first novel, in 
2016. He currently serves as vice-president of the Bay Area Independent Publishers Association.  
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Saturday, March 25, 2017 
1:30 – 3:30 PM  

(Notice the hours have been changed) 
Gaia’s Garden  

1899 Mendocino Avenue 
Santa Rosa 

 
Featured Readers: 

Susanna Solomon  and  Kymberlie Calkins Ingalls 

Plus You: Sign up for a 5-minute reading slot 
MC: Robin Moore 

 
For information, contact Robin Moore Rockridge6532@comcast.net 

REDWOOD WRITERS DINE WITH LOCAL AUTHORS 
MONDAY, MARCH 13, FROM 6:00 – 8:00 PM  

GAIA’S GARDEN RESTAURANT 
1899 Mendocino Avenue 

 Santa Rosa 
 

 
 

Come and dine with five local authors 
Hear them read from their books! 

Q & A with the audience. 
 

For reservations, contact Jeane Sloane at 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com  
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If you're in the market for a critique group, I act as a clearinghouse (volunteer) for those
looking to form one, or add members. Just e-mail me with your genre. I send out a new list, 
and you can respond to all or select a few for discussion about approach, time, and location. 
People meet in homes or cafes, or come up with other public spaces such as  library 
meeting rooms. 

Side note: I have years of experience with writing groups and highly recommend them! 
They provide deadlines and hopefully give feedback on things like word repetition, 
grammar, public reading style, plot, and other nuances. It makes a vast difference to share our 
work along the way. I recommend reading aloud, too! 

If interested, contact me, Marie Judson-Rosier, at mariejudson@gmail.com and I'll add 
you to the list. You can request to be removed at any time. 

 

New Memberships On Sale 
At our February monthly meeting, six people out of forty-five believed they were members but 

were not. Either they had forgotten to renew or had not completed the application process.  
All applications for membership must be made online at www.redwoodwriters.org. Select 

Membership, complete the registration form, and submit writing samples or links to published 
material. Once all the information is verified and payment is received, new members will be sent a 
Welcome email to indicate they are now Redwood Writers.  

If you’ve been attending Redwood Writers monthly meetings as a guest, now is a great time to 
join for only $42.50 to enjoy all the benefits of being a Redwood Writer. If you’re already a member 
and have friends who have been thinking about joining, the cost is $42.50 from January 1st to June 
30th. This is called our Half-Year Membership price. Starting July 1st, new members will pay $65 to 
join. All members, including those who have accepted the half-year membership, will be required to 
renew for $45 for the next fiscal year beginning July 1, 2017.      —Belinda Riehl 
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I am proud to announce Mystery Readers International will feature 
my review of Terry Shames' 5th Samuel Craddock mystery called  
The Necessary Murder of Nonie Blake in the upcoming issue themed 
Small Town Cops II. For information: mysteryreaders.org 

 
— Ana Manwaring 

 

My new picture book, The Rock Maiden, will be released by Wisdom Tales 
Press on March 1. The Rock Maiden, illustrated by Finnish illustrator 
Pirrko Vainio is a re-envisioning of an old folk tale from Hong Kong and 
tells the legend of the Amah Rock which is shaped like a woman with a 
baby on her back. The book is on sale at Amazon.com: https://goo.gl/2r4InE and 
Barnes & Noble.com: https://goo.gl/o9mg44.            

 — Natasha Yim 

On January 8, I was interviewed by Gil Mansergh on Word by Word, 
KRCB FM (91.3), along with novelist Patricia V. Davis. In case you were 
not within range or didn't know about it, the interview is now available on a 
podcast: 
http://media.krcb.org/podcasts/word_by_word/WORD_BY_WORD_20170108.mp3 
 

— Jo-Anne Rosen 
 

I'm very pleased that my 1,500-word memoir piece, “The Red 
Sandals,” is a Finalist for Non-Fiction Contest with San Francisco 
Writers Conference February 16 - 19, 2017. 
  

— Jing Li 
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Author Support Group 
 

Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $10 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for  
The Sonoma County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business 
Journal, Changing Hurt to Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County 
Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. 
Deborah blogs about animal welfare and advocates for dog adoption at Dog Leader 
Mysteries. Deborah Taylor-French may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For 
time-sensitive issues, Deborah prefers you contact her by Google Voice:  

    707-536-1049. 
 

 
 
	    

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and 
payment via this online form: redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the 
complete ad guidelines at the same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 

eScrip is a fundraising program to earn money for Redwood Writers. Members register their 
credit/debit, or ATM cards, and Redwood Writers will receive 1% to 5% of everything purchased at 
merchants such as Oliver’s, Sonoma Market, Glen Ellen Village Market, Petaluma Market, and 
selected restaurants. 
There is no cost to you! Once you are signed up and you shop at one of the merchants listed in the 
eScrip program, the donation to Redwood Writers is automatic. 
How to sign up? Read on... 
Another fantastic feature of this program is the ONLINE MALL. Redwood Writers will earn 2-6% of 
your purchases at places like Amazon, Expedia, Target, Apple Store, Barnes & Noble, Bed, Bath & 
Beyond, Best Buy, Apple, Macy’s, JC Penney, Sears, Petco, Petsmart, and over 800 other merchants, 
including travel sites! With this feature you do not have to sign up or be a registered eScrip shopper. 

• Simply go to our website: www.redwoodwriters.org 
• Scroll down a bit, and click the icon on the left that reads: “eScrip.” 

It’s easy to earn for Redwood Writers!  
Any questions or need help signing up? E-mail: pdfender@yahoo.com  
Pamela Fender, eScrip Fundraising Coordinator 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 
“Writers Helping Writers” 
by Nancy Uber-Kellogg 

“Writers Helping Writers,” our branch motto. 
As you can see from this month’s issue, our 
members step up in myriad ways, offering advice, 
support, and providing opportunities to share.  

You might say sure. Help helps, of course, 
but let’s face it; writing is a solitary act. You have 
to step away from the meetings and put in hours 
and hours alone. How else can you channel your 
characters, bring their worlds to life, and 
chronicle their yearnings, their attempts, failures, 
victories? No one can make that journey with us. 

Yes, we must turn away from the company of 
family and friends, even our fellow writers, in 
order for the stories to emerge through us. And 
while we shut the door on the people  in our lives, 
we aren’t really alone. The characters talk to us. 
They tell us who they are and what they do. It’s 
it’s our job to get it down. 

But a story on the page is not yet complete. It 
cries out for an audience beyond the page; it 
yearns to be received by kind yet discriminating 
people who will welcome it into their lives and 
tell us how it affects them. 

So we writers then venture forth from our 
desks, waving our stories high in the air, calling 
after the others. “Look! Please take a look at what 
I have done. What do you think?”  

When we agree to read another’s work, we 
take up one of the most potent ways to help. 

Writing is a performance. Sure, we can be our 
own audience; often we are, in the pages of a 
journal or the confines of a fiercely private early 
draft. But just as often we have an audience 
beyond us in mind. When we call out to the 
others, we yearn for them to take our creation in. 
Only then can we rest, knowing our work on 
behalf of the story is done. 

 
Note: Jan Rowley has stepped down as one of our 
copyeditors in order to assume other roles for the 
branch. I thank you, Jan, for your able and 
insightful contributions to the newsletter!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Please email submissions to Nancy 
Uber-Kellogg at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita J. 
Martin at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 

 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All 
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 
include a picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, 
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be 
writing-related. Please note we no longer publish 
members’ private fee-based events. We also do not 
have the room to publish announcements for 
members’ parties. Please include your picture and 
details about your writing class or event.  

 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Flamingo Resort, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa, 
CA. Registration starts at 2 p.m.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  

Chief Editor: Nancy Uber-Kellogg 
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita J. Martin 
Spotlight Editor: Sheri Graves 
Copy Editor:  Marie Millard 
  
           



Redwood Writers General Meeting
WHEN:

Sunday, March 12th

2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:

Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:

$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS: 

www.redwoodwriters.org

March 12th Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers Presents: Ellen Sussman

We all have so much rich experience to draw from 
in our own lives. But how best to turn that into the 
stuff of fiction? New York Times bestselling author 
Ellen Sussman will share her insights and experience 
in borrowing material from her own life to add 
emotional depth and passion to her novels.

About Ellen Sussman
Ellen Sussman is the New York Times bestselling author 
of four novels, A Wedding in Provence, The Paradise 
Guest House, French Lessons, and On a Night Like This. 
She is the editor of two critically 
acclaimed anthologies, Bad Girls: 26 
Writers Misbehave and Dirty Words: 
A Literary Encyclopedia of Sex. She 
teaches through Stanford Continuing 
Studies and in private classes. 

www.ellensussman.com 

Fact to Fantasy
Using Autobiographical 

Material in Fiction

Flyer Design by April green



Redwood Writers Academy 2017

Workshop I March 25
David Kudler
The Hero’s Journey:
The Power of Where: Setting, Place, and the Hero’s Adventure

Every story explores a hero’s journey along a path 
toward discovery. It’s easy to focus on the hero or 
on the goal, but what about the path? With David 
Kudler (author, publisher, and editor for the Joseph 
Campbell Foundation), explore the ways in which 
you can enrich your settings using the hero cycle 
explored by Campbell in his classic The Hero with a 
Thousand Faces.

Flamingo Hotel, Courtyard 
2777 4th St, Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Workshop II April 22
Judy M. Baker and Judy M. Reyes
Building Your Self-Promotion Platform:
From Strategy to Action Steps for Independent Authors

Judy Baker and Judy Reyes will take you from 
strategy to concrete action steps in building your 
author platform in small, manageable steps. You will 
come away with a solid plan of action for growing 
your platform. You’ll be able to say why people want 
to know you and read your book.

Learn the 5 essential areas of building your self-
promotion platform:

1. Your identity
2. Making a schedule and sticking to it
3. Building relationships, growing your 

community with email, and social presence 
intelligence

4. Influencers and friends
5. Measuring success 

Flamingo Hotel, Courtyard
2777 4th St, Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Workshop III June 3
Becca Lawton 
Writing Creative Non-Fiction:
What it is and How to Write it

Creative nonfiction as a genre is both young and 
misunderstood. Careers have been built on the 
telling of true-life adventures but lost again when 
the line was crossed between fact and fiction. What, 
then, is the definition of this young genre? How can 
writers come to understand it? Does it include getting 
creative with writing memoir? In this workshop, we’ll 
look at breathtaking examples of creative nonfiction, 
discuss how to approach it, and learn its rules and how 
to honor them. We’ll write and share, explore how to 
turn real-life adventures into gripping accounts and 
dare to tell the truth.

Flamingo Hotel, Alexander Room
2777 4th St, Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Take a “dive deep” into timely topics. Each workshop will be an interactive learning experience. You 
will leave with deeper knowledge and new skills. All workshops will be held at the Flamingo Hotel 
in either the Courtyard or Alexander Rooms. Space is limited. 

Register today at RedwoodWriters.org 

3 Workshops that will 
improve your writing 
skills and help you 
grow your audience

Time: 9:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Location: Flamingo Hotel, Santa Rosa
RSVP: Advance registration required
www.redwoodwriters.org/workshops

Member Pricing
$25.00 per workshop  $60.00 for the Series
Non-Members
$35.00 per workshop $90.00 for the Series

See the reverse for more information about our 
speakers.  

Register at redwoodwriters.org/workshops

http://www.redwoodwriters.org/workshops
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/workshops


Redwood Writers Academy 2017

Rebecca Lawton is a writer, 
geologist, and former Colorado River guide who 
has published in Aeon, Brevity, Hakai, More, Orion, 
Shenandoah, Sierra, THEMA, Undark, and many 
other journals. She is the author and co-author of 
seven books, including the creative nonfiction col-
lection Reading Water: Lessons from the River, a 
San Francisco Chronicle Bay Area Bestseller and 
ForeWord Nature Book of the Year finalist. Her writ-
ing honors include a Fulbright Scholarship, Ellen 
Meloy Award for Desert Writers, WILLA for orig-
inal softcover fiction, Waterston Desert Writing 
Prize, three Pushcart nominations, Best American 
Science and Nature Writing nomination, and res-
idencies at Hedgebrook, The Island Institute, and 
Playa Fellowship Program. She holds an M.F.A. in 
Creative Writing from Mills College and a B.S. in 
Earth Sciences from U.C. Santa Cruz, and she has 
taught writing workshops at the Mendocino Coast 
Writer’s Conference, North Coast Redwood Writer’s 
Conference, Women Writing the West Conference, 
and many other venues.

“An inspired and inspiring teacher”

– Writing It Down workshop participant, 
Point Reyes Field Institute

BeccaLawton.com

Judy Baker is passionate about com-
munication. She was featured in a story in the Press 
Democrat as one of the first women in Sonoma 
County to have a home office.

Baker started off providing graphic design services 
to small businesses and expanded her services 
into marketing. Now, this past president of BAIPA 
specializes in working with authors. 

brandvines.com

Judy M. Reyes, aka The Document 
Diva, helps authors set up the nuts and bolts of their 
marketing platforms. She provides solid advice and 
good sense around using social media, blogging, and 
email marketing. Judy’s an admin and computer whiz 
who has the patience to work on computers long after 
others have gone screaming into the night. 

relianceadmin.com

The “Two Judys” are dedicated to mentoring self-
publishing authors as they devise and execute effective 
marketing plans for their books. Through Book Marketing 
Mentor, they offer strategic marketing coaching with 
admin expertise. 

BookMarketingMentor.com

David Kudler is an author, editor, 
and publisher as well as a North Bay native. Since 
1999, he has overseen the publications program of 
Joseph Campbell Foundation (JCF.org), where he 
has shepherded over 70 print, ebook, audio, and video 
titles to publication. These include Pathways to Bliss, 
Myths of Light, and Sake and Satori, all of which 
he edited, as well as the 2008 edition of Campbell’s 
seminal The Hero with a Thousand Faces. He runs 
his own small publishing company, Stillpoint Digital 
Press, and released Risuko, his first novel, in 2016. 
He currently serves as vice-president of the Bay Area 
Independent Publishers Association.

stillpointdigital.com

March 25 April 22 June 3

flyer design by Judy Baker

http://BeccaLawton.com
http://brandvines.com
http://relianceadmin.com
http://BookMarketingMentor.com
http://JCF.org
http://stillpointdigital.com


         Susanna Solomon   

Ms Ingalls has a colorful history in 
stage, comedy, auto racing, radio 
broadcasting, and teaching.  All of 
this feeds her broad scope of writing 
in memoir, prose, fiction and opin-
ion essays.  She has received praise 
from critics, colleagues and writers 
for her heartfelt honesty and emo-
tional depths.

Saturday
March 25

1:30 - 3:30 p.m.

Susanna Solomon’s  sto-
ries have been published 
in the Point Reyes Light, 
The MacGuffin Literary 
Review, Meat for Tea – 
The Valley Review, in the 
Redwood Anthology (five 
times) and on line in the 
Mill Valley Literary Re-
view and Harlot’s Sauce 
Radio.

Flyer designed by Paul Greenberg

MC: Robin Moore
Join us for camaraderie and good literature.

Support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase of 
healthy delicious food ($5 per person mini-
mum).

Open mic sign-up starts at 1:30. First come, 
first served. Open mic limited to five minutes 
per person.

Free parking in rear of venue.

Questions: 
Robin Moore at rockridge6532@comcast.net

Kymberlie Ingalls 

Next Open Mic

April 22



Each month from January to June, Copperfield’s Books will present a new 
work of fiction by a member of Redwood Writers. Authors will discuss 
their books and entertain questions about writing.  Please join in the fun. 
Past discussions have proven to be interesting and informative for both 
those who have read the book and those who just want to listen and 
learn. The event is FREE and no reservations are required.

                            Presents : 
Redwood Writers Fiction

WHERE:  Copperfield’s Bookstore - Montgomery Village
  775 Village Court, Santa Rosa 

WHEN:  6:00-7:00 pm - Tuesday dates below.

            JANUARY 24                 FEBRUARY  28                      MARCH 28 

    PATRICIA V. DAVIS                 JO-ANNE H. ROSEN                    D. A. RAMIREZ
COOKING FOR GHOSTS        WHAT THEY DON’T KNOW                       C-FACTOR

               APRIL 25               MAY 23             JUNE 27

     CRISSI LANGWELL                 DALE BRANDON              JOHN GRAYSON HEIDE
    THE ROAD TO HOPE                      FEAR RUNNER             THE FLIGHT OF THE PICKERINGS 

Copperfield’s Presents: 
Redwood Writers Fiction 
Co-Chair, Mary A Adler 

mary@maadler.com 
 Flyer Design by April green



Guidelines:
Book or ebook must be published between June1, 2016-May 31, 2017

Must be current Redwood Writer’s  member by May 31, 2017

Must have at least 12 copies of books available by June 1 (or ebook available for download)

All guests and members are free. Invite everyone you know, for your book as well as for others in the club.

Please go to www.redwoodwriters.org and submit everything online.

Each author will have five minutes as soon as they reach the mike to read or talk about their book. 
Please practice and time your reading.

Spaces to be in this event are limited.

Those authors who do not show up, or back out after the book launch flyer is printed, will be ineligible for 
future book launches.

Please sign and print your name here, indicating that you understand and agree to the above rules and 
regulations. 

Contract:
Please sign and print your name here, indicating that you understand and agree to the above rules and 
regulations. Make a copy for yourself, and then turn this form in to Jeane Slone, Author Launch Chair, either 
in person, or by scanning and then emailing a PDF to: info@jeaneslone.com

Name: 

Email:

Phone: 

Book Title:

Book Publishing Date:

Signature:

Author Launch 2017
Sunday, July 9, 2-5 PM 

Sign-Ups begin in March



Redwood Writers General Meeting

WHEN:

Sunday, April 12th

2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:

Flamingo Hotel - Empire Room
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:

$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS: 

www.redwoodwriters.org
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April 9th Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers Presents: Iris Jamahl Dunkle

What does it mean to be a writer? I asked myself this 
at a young age and found the answer at Jack London 
State Historic Park. Join me as I tell the story of Jack 
London and my own journey toward finding a voice 
and writing back to history in order to find a better 
sense of the truth hidden beneath. 

Iris Jamahl Dunkle is the 2016-2017 Poet Laureate of Sonoma 
County. Her second poetry collection, There’s a Ghost in 
this Machine of Air, is about the untold history of Sonoma 
County, and was published in November 2015 by Word Tech 
Editions. Her third collection, Interrupted Geographies, will 
be published by Trio House Press in June 2017. Her debut 
poetry collection, Gold Passage, was selected by Ross Gay 
to win the 2012 Trio Award and was published by Trio House 
Press in 2013. Her chapbooks, Inheritance and The Flying 
Trolley, were published by Finishing Line Press in 2010 and 
2013. Her poetry, essays and creative non-fiction have been 
published widely in prestigious publications and she is 
currently co-authoring a new biography on Jack London’s 
wife, Charmian Kittredge London. Dunkle teaches writing 
and literature at Napa Valley College and 
is on the staff of the Napa Valley Writers 
conference. She received her B.A. from the 
George Washington University, her M.F.A. 
in Poetry from New York University, and 
her Ph.D. in American Literature from Case 
Western Reserve University.

Answering The Call
How Jack London Changed 
my Life and Inspired me to 

Become a Writer that 
Questions History



Redwood Writers General Meeting

WHEN:

Sunday, May 21st

2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Arrive 2:00 to register & network

WHERE:

Flamingo Hotel - Courtyard I & II
2777 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, 95405
(707) 523-4745

FEE:

$5 / members
$10 / nonmembers
This is asked to cover room
rental and refreshments.

DETAILS: 

www.redwoodwriters.org
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May 21st Monthly Meeting

Redwood Writers is honored to present...
Dana Gioia, Poet Laureate of California

Join us for a captivating and inspiring poetry reading 
from the selected works of award winning, internationally 
acclaimed Poet Laureate of California, Dana Gioia. Former 
Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts, Gioia 
(pronounced JOY-uh) is a native Californian of Italian and 
Mexican descent. He received a B.A. and a M.B.A. from 
Stanford University and an M.A. in Comparative Literature 
from Harvard University. Gioia has published five full-
length collections of poetry, most recently 99 Poems: New & 
Selected . His poetry collection, Interrogations at Noon, won 
the 2002 American Book Award.

An influential critic, Gioia’s 1991 volume Can Poetry Matter? , 
which was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle 
award, is credited with helping to revive the role of poetry in 
American public culture and schools. In 2014 Gioia won the 
Aiken-Taylor Award for lifetime achievement in American 
poetry and he has been the recipient of ten honorary degrees.

Poetry as
Enchantment

A Poetry Reading with Remarks



 
Redwood Writer Contests       
            2016-2017 
      

       Prompt Contest               
• Launches Aug. 14, 2016 
• Deadline to submit October 16, 2016 
• Awards at Membership Meeting: December 11, 2016 
• Chair: Jeanne Jusaitis 

     

 

      Fan Fiction Contest      
•  Launches Jan. 8, 2017  
•  Deadline to submit Feb. 19, 2017 
•  Awards at Membership Meeting April 9, 2017 
•  Chair: Margie Yee Webb 

Screenwriting Contest 
• Launches May 21, 2017  
• Deadline to submit June 27, 2017 
• Awards at Membership Meeting Aug. 13, 2017 
• Chair: Osha Hayden 
      

       

Historical Fiction Contest
• Launches Sept. 10, 2017  
•  Deadline to submit Oct. 24, 2017 
•  Awards at Membership Meeting Dec. 10, 2017 
•  Chair: Dmitri Morningstar 

Go to website for details and dates: www.redwoodwriters.org 
       Contests Coordinator – Natasha Yim 

http://www.redwoodwriters.org


Redwood Writers

2017 Meeting Speakers

Plan ahead to be front and center for each of the 2017 
Redwood Writers monthly meetings –
learn from these industry speakers: 

January 8 

February 12 

March 12 

April 9 

May 21 

June 11 

July 9  

August 13  

September 10 

October 8 

November 12 

December 10  

Agent Day and Pitching Opportunity - headed by Laurie McLean

Tim McCanna and Meg Fleming  - Fun, Facts, and the Inside 
Scoop on Crafting Professional and Irresistible Picture Books 

Ellen Sussman  - Using Autobiographical Material in Fiction

Iris Dunkle - Sonoma County Poet Laureate - Answering the Call: 
how Jack London changed my life and inspired me to become a 
writer that questions history

Dana Gioia - CA Poet Laureate - Poetry as Enchantment: a poetry 
reading rwith emarks 

Grant Falkner -  Flash Fiction: the art of brevity

Author Launch -  Authors’ Showcase: new books

Selden Edwards - Psychology in  Writing

HotTopics Round Tables: Topics may include: editing,   
Facebook, genre identification, memoir, autobiography, and 
jour naling

Skye Blaine  -  Memoir: honing your craft & the value of solid  
critiquing skills

Kolleen Carney  -  Optimizing Social Media to Promote your Work

Natasha Yim -  Lessons From the Trenches: launching your book with  
a virtu al book tour
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