
“Writers Helping Writers”                      October 2014                                    www.redwoodwriters.org                                

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 12, 2014 
 

How To Build Your Platform 
 
 

 
 

 

A Panel Moderated by Kate Farrell 
with Susan Keller, Stefanie Freele, and 

Anita Amirrezvani 
 

Learn how and why to enter writing contests 
with Susan Keller, submit to literary journals with 
Stefanie Freele, and submit to anthologies with 
Anita Amirrezvani. These submission 
opportunities are within reach for every writer, 
beginning to advanced, and can build an 
impressive platform while improving writing 
skills.  

Susan Keller, writing contest winner, 
compiles a monthly list of contests and other 
writing opportunities; Stefanie Freele, award-
winning short fiction author and writing coach, 
edits and regularly contributes to literary journals 
and anthologies; and Anita Amirrezvani, prize- 
winning novelist and creative writing teacher, 
edited the anthology, Tremors: New Fiction by 
Iranian American Writers.  
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:   Sunday, October 12 
Time:    3-5 p.m. (come at 2:30 to register &         
              mingle) 
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa 
           Empire Room 
Cost:    $5/members, $8/nonmembers 
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  

 

Come to the Redwood Writers Anthology 
Launch at Copperfield Books! 

 

 
 
Where: Montgomery Village Copperfield Books 
When: Sat, Oct 11th 5-6:30 p.m. 
14 readers: 
 

Susanna Solomon Arletta Dawdy 
Lynn Millar Jennie Frost Butler 
Harry Reid Ana Manwaring 
Nina Tepedino Venus Maher 
Thonie Hevron David Mechling 
Susan Littlefield Jack Fender 
Helen Sedwick Deborah Taylor-French 

Check out the flyer at the end of the newsletter. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Coming Months to Bring Inspiring Speakers 
By Robbi Sommers Bryant 

 
Haven’t we had some awesome speakers recently? The 

presentation committee took on the task of finding some thought-
provoking guest speakers. A specific list of criteria was developed for 
our speakers, including hands-on presentations, no back story and 
creating handouts for our members. 

Along with the presentation committee, we now have a workshop 
committee. They have set up a series of Redwood Academy 
workshops to be held at the Flamingo Resort. We now have the winter 
schedule lined up. These workshops will be the same day as our 
membership meeting, but in the morning from 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Following the workshops, have lunch with another workshop attendee. Meet with a friend. Spend time at the 
Author support group. Visit the board meeting. Or simply relax. 

Networking for the general meeting starts at 2 p.m. and the meeting itself at 3 p.m. We will have a 
dynamic speaker at the afternoon meetings (the same day as our workshop) who will speak about a 
completely different topic.   

Josh Mohr did an excellent job discussing the intersection of plot and character when he spoke to our 
membership at a general meeting. He got rave reviews from our members who were hungry to learn more 
from Josh.  Our Redwood Academy has invited him back to do a 4-hour workshop for us in January.  And 
he’s accepted! 

The best plots aren’t controlled by an authorial presence. Plot springs from the characters themselves. The 
writer masterminds all of these things, but the more we program ourselves to think of it in this way—that our 
protagonists are sovereign beings with independent consciousness that differs from our own—the better 
prepared we are to traverse what Joshua Mohr calls “plarachterization.” This seminar will be geared around 
characters’ decision making, the causality between plot points, how to keep a reader excitedly flipping 
pages. We’ll also delve into specific tactics for constructing a present action and how to fold backstory into 
it. Plarachterization is a strategy that will help any aspiring writer! 

Our February speaker is Stuart Horwitz. As founder and principal of Book Architecture, Stuart has spent 
over fifteen years helping writers become authors, signing with top literary agencies, sealing deals with 
coveted publishing houses, or forging a successful path through indie publishing. Book Architecture's clients 
have reached the best-seller list in both fiction and 
non-fiction, and have appeared on Oprah, The 
Today Show, The Tonight Show, and in the most 
prestigious journals in their respective fields.  

His approach is a synthesis of academic theories 
of narrative structure and his hands-on experiences 
as an independent editor, book coach and 
ghostwriter. His new book, Blueprint Your 
Bestseller: Organize and Revise any Manuscript 
with The Book Architecture Method 
(Penguin/Perigee), named one of 2013's best books 
about writing by The Writer magazine, maps out 
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the system he uses to help writers transform their messy manuscripts into polished books through 22 specific 
action steps. 

In March we are fortunate to have book designer guru, Joel Friedlander, to present at our workshop. Joel 
Friedlander is a book designer, blogger and the author of A Self-Publisher’s Companion: Expert Advice for 
Authors Who Want to Publish. Joel is the proprietor of Marin Bookworks in San Rafael, California, a 
publishing services company where he’s helped launch many self-publishers since 1994. He has owned 
businesses in graphic arts, design and book publishing. He was Production Director of Aperture Books, 
where he produced award-winning photography books. He founded Renaissance Press in Northern 
California, a private publisher of hand-typeset and hand-printed books. As the owner of Globe Press Books 
in Yorktown Heights, New York, he published books of memoirs and east-west spirituality. A self-published 
author himself, he now helps indie authors navigate the often confusing world of self-publishing. He is 
known for his carefully produced books, beautiful typography, and an ethical and personal approach to his 
work and his clients. 

His blog has become a popular gathering spot for authors, publishers and designers. You can find out 
more and read over 500 articles on book design, publishing, eBooks, book marketing and the life of the indie 
author by visiting his blog at www.theBookDesigner.com. 

Redwood Academy has lots to offer. I can’t wait. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Introducing Redwood Writers  
Academy 2015:  

3 workshops that will take your work from 
inspiration to publication. 

 
Jan. 11: Jay Mohr – Plarachterization: 
Intersection of Plot and Character 
 
Feb. 8: Stuart Horwitz – The Book 
Architecture Method. 
 
Mar. 8: Joel Friedlander – Pathways to 
Publication 
 
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Location: Flamingo Hotel, Santa Rosa in the 
Alexander Room just off lobby. 
Cost: 
Members: $30/workshop, or $75 prepaid for 
all three 
Non-Members: $40/workshop, or $100 
prepaid for all three 
 
For more information, be sure to check out 
the flyer at the end of this newsletter. 

 
Don't forget about the great flyers 
at the end of the newsletter!  

Welcome New 
Members! 

 

Leena Prasad 
Marilyn Lanier 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

Linda Loveland Reid 
 

 
 

By Jeane Slone 
 
I am honored to tell our members all about 

Linda Loveland Reid, our recent past president of 
Redwood Writers (2009-2012). As a board member 
myself, I have learned so much from her. She has 
been a mentor for me, and I continue to learn 
techniques of how to work out problems with 
winning solutions.  

Linda’s skill as a leader has come from her 
background as businesswoman and play director of 
thirty plus years. Her husband, Harry, is a skilled 
playwright, and Linda has directed many of his 
plays, which she says is “a bit dicey!” Four years 
ago Linda founded the Redwood Writers Play 
Contest, whereby winning 10-minute plays written 
by Redwood Writers are produced at Sixth Street 
Playhouse. It has become a well-attended, exciting 
event, raising a total of $7,000 for Redwood 
Writers.  

Linda was associate director of this region’s 
United Way, where she trained boards of directors 
to recruit and retain volunteers. Redwood Writers 
had 90 members when Linda became president in 
2009, and she, along with a great team, 
successfully grew that number to 250+. Linda says 
she joined the club after she met so many nice 
people who were volunteering and working hard to 
make Redwood Writers a success. As to becoming 
president, she says, “The club had so many right  

things in place that I was excited to use these tools 
in new ways.” Our club has been extremely 
fortunate to have her energy. 

Linda graduated from Sonoma State University 
with a double major—a BA in both history and art 
history. Linda says that Harry has been her 
mentor, inspiring her to paint, direct theater and 
even to take up writing. While writing her first 
novel, Touch of Magenta, she joined Redwood 
Writers to help her learn about the world of 
publishing. She has since written a second novel, 
Something in Stone. 

Linda’s oil paintings are delightful to gaze at 
and are very large, colorful and whimsical.  Many 
of her fanciful paintings are of women with 
bananas in their hair!  Linda explains, “I am so 
happy when the paint mashes onto the surface, 
thick and satisfying.” She teaches art history 
courses that she designs at SSU’s Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute. 

Linda continues to serve on the board and 
assist in Redwood Writers’ huge success as, now, 
the largest of 19 branches of California Writer’s 
Club, surpassing Oakland, Los Angeles and 
Sacramento. 

The next time you see Linda at the meeting, be 
sure to thank her for helping to make the club the 
best in California! 

To view Linda’s paintings, novels and classes 
go to: www.lindalovelandreid.com. 
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Share Your Work Aloud 

By Robin Moore 
 
Does the thought of reading your work aloud before a group make 

you quake in your boots? Perhaps you want more exposure for your 
new book of poetry or prose. 

You’re in luck. Each month the Redwood Writers branch offers two 
opportunities to read your work before a small group. It hosts the 
Redwood Writers Open Mic on the fourth Saturday of each month, as 
well as the Redwood Salon and the RW Library Open Mic which are 
held on alternating months. The Salons are held during even months of 
the year, and RW Library Open Mic sessions take place during odd 
months. Dates for the Salon and the Library Open Mic may vary, so 
check the RW website, and look under “events” for the exact event 
dates, times, and sign-up directions. www.redwoodwriters.org 

Reading aloud before these groups may help you overcome your 
jitters. All three of these events offer friendly audiences. They welcome 
you and your work. No one will jeer—if anything they’ll give you a 
verbal pat on the back when there is a break. 

There are win-win reasons to share your work aloud. You may be puzzling over part of your work. Is it 
compelling? Will it hold a reader’s attention? These readings may help you put the polish on your piece. 
Reading from your new book or article may help you with sales. Someone in the audience may know just the 
right person who’ll want to buy your book. An added advantage for the audience, as well as the reader, is 
hearing the works of others. We’ll all be exposed to the nuances and techniques our fellow writers and poets 
employ. In other words, we may inspire each other to tackle that next writing project. 

The audience appreciates sticking to the time limits. Most of the RW reading events incorporate a five-
minute time limit—however it is perfectly acceptable to read for less time. A 500 word piece easily presents 
within the limit. For poets a few shorter poems is a good amount. Maybe you will only want to share a single 
poem.  

 
Hints for reading aloud: 

o Practice reading your work aloud at home and time yourself.  
o Pace your readings—make them not too fast, nor too slow.  
o Ask a friend to check your voice inflection. For example, do your sentences trail off or oddly 

rise with every fifth or sixth word? 
o Even if you have a new book, read from pages you’ve printed out. Use large size font, double 

spaced and numbered so you won’t lose track of your pages.  
o What if you fumble a few words? Don’t be embarrassed. We all stumble from time to time. 

Simply say excuse me and go back to the beginning of that sentence to start again. 
 

A few more hints:  
o Avoid long introductions that eat into your time allowed. 
o Don’t read graphic sex scenes in public sessions. 
o Look up at your audience from time to time and smile.  

 
And relax. Don’t worry. We’ll love your work. 
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Poetry Place is now a regular 
feature in the newsletter. Each 
month a poem or two will be 
selected to be printed in the 
newsletter. Poems will be chosen 
based on the space available. Send 
one poem per person. Use 12 point 
Times New Roman font. Shorter 
poems work best. Send poems as a 
Word document and email to Juanita 
J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor. 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.  
**Note: Poems need to be sent by 
the 10th of the month to be included 
in the following month’s issue.  
- Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

Green Broom 
—Anita Storms 
 
Nothing more could be the less 
And nothing less the more 
A harshly hewn branch and wild rye 
Wrapped with twisted twine the broom 
Green broom 
 
Modest and unadorned  
Less a scanty model 
But beat the board in the long afternoon 
Dust and rock and leaves they winged 
Green broom 
 
Her laughter clapped the cheek 
His hands hailed the draft 
A rush of merry feet 
Turning with the ugly hewn 
Green broom 
 
Roar brought fright and gloom 
Tap tap on the board brought ruin 
A tearing tearing of the foul broom 
String and stick now parted with  
Green broom 
 

Redwood Haiku                                                              
—Pamela Fender 
 
Redwood trees skyward 
Rays of sunlight peek through leaves 
De-stress and breathe deep. 

 
 

Fall Season 
—Christina Gleason 

 
light's angle 
slanting 
lower on the drawers’ edge 
scent of wood 
dry herbs 
and 
cedar 
liquid amber 
maple and aspen 
hues yellow 
to scarlet  
chillier winds 
evenings starlit 
the length of shadow 
early on 
signals 
to turn 
toward 
the sun 
which  
ebbs now 
into Fall 
and soon 
into 
winter’s  

sleep. 
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Listserv Etiquette 

by Michelle Wing 
 
Redwood Writers listserv is a great tool. It’s our daily means to keep 

in contact, a way for us to send out notices about club events, 
reminders for meetings and contest deadlines, to broadcast offerings in 
the greater writing community like writing contests and workshops, 
and to share personal news such as book releases, the winning of 
awards, or the publications of poems. It can also be a wonderful 
resource for problem solving, positing questions about publishing or 
legal issues, tapping into the knowledge of our 250+ member-strong 
club. 

Unfortunately, the listserv can also be subject to unintentional 
overuse or abuse. Instead of being something a member looks forward 
to receiving, it can become something that makes a member cringe and 
head straight for the delete button. 

 
The following are a few reminders about listserv etiquette, offered in the spirit of ensuring that this tool 

continues to function at its highest possible performance: 
 
1. If a message is sent out on the listserv, and you feel you would like to reply, first ask yourself this 

question: Is my response something that all 250+ members of the club need to read, or is this something that 
is most relevant to the person sending the message?  

Example #1: A member posts about his/her new book being released. If you would like to congratulate 
him/her on that accomplishment, the best choice is to send a private email to that person. He or she will love 
to hear from you. 

Example #2: A chair announces a new Redwood Writers Book Club. You have an idea for a great book to 
be considered. Send your recommendation directly to the chair, rather than sending it out to the listserv. This 
is a better option on several levels: it saves the membership from receiving multiple notices on the listserv; it 
prevents one or two writers from being publicly singled out, potentially causing hurt feelings by those not 
recommended; and it gives valuable feedback to the chair. Chairs can facilitate this type of feedback by 
including in their posts a line that says, “Please email recommendations to this address....” 

Example #3: The public relations director sends out a notice about an event. If you plan on going, and 
want to tell someone, the best response is to email the person in charge of that event. Emailing the listserv to 
say it sounds fun, and you can’t wait to go, is not really a very helpful comment that everyone needs to read. 

 
2. When you do have something that is a relevant response or question to a message that has been sent out 

on the listserv that should go out to the entire membership, start a fresh message rather than using “reply 
all.” The problem with “reply all” is that sometimes three or four people get in on the conversation, and by 
the time it gets into the Daily Digest, there is a monolithic string of repetitious material. So, open a fresh 
email message, with the address redwoodbranchmembers@yahoogroups.com. In the subject line, you can 
reference the item you are responding to, and then put in your question or response. 

 
 

Continued….   
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3. Remember that messages sent out on the listserv often come from me, the PR Director. Almost all of 

the general club announcements such as meeting reminders, notices about regular events like the RW Open 
Mic and the RW Library Open Mic, special events, contests, etc., are sent out this way. If you have a 
question about these events, please do not reply to me, the sender. In the body of the notice, or on the 
attached flyer, there is always information about whom to contact for information – the actual event chair or 
organizer. That is the person you should be seeking out for clarification. Of course, I am always available for 
any questions, should you need me. But for the sake of efficiency, use those contacts. 

 
Finally, if you are receiving the listserv in multiple messages each day, and are feeling overwhelmed, 

remember you can sign up for the Daily Digest, which compiles all of the messages each day and sends them 
out in a single email. To have your account set up for the Daily Digest, please contact Linda McCabe at 
pallas.athena3@gmail.com.  

 
Thank you for working towards a happier, more streamlined listserv. 

 
 

REDWOOD WRITERS SALON 
 

"A Harvest of Stories!" 
 

 
 

Sunday, Oct. 19, from 3-6 p.m. in Santa Rosa 
 
Join in the harvest! Bring your stories and 
poems to share. All members are welcome! 
 
RSVP: Reservations, readings, directions, and 
arrangements for our potluck lunch. 
Contact: Sher Gamard   gmard@redshift.com 

 

 

Cry of the Nightbird 
 

 
 
A Gala Book Launch is slated for Oct. 9 at 6 
p.m. at the Finley Center in Santa Rosa to 
celebrate the release of Cry of the Nightbird: 
Writers Against Domestic Violence. The book 
is co-edited by Michelle Wing, Ann 
Hutchinson and Kate Farrell, and all profits 
benefit YWCA Sonoma County. Tickets are 
$20 and include a copy of the book. Contact 
April at (707) 303-8402 to RSVP. Books can 
also be purchased via the online store at 
www.ywcasc.org for $15. 
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Oak Tree Press proudly announces the print release of Thonie Hevron's Intent to 
Hold. Sonoma County Sheriff’s Deputy Nick Ryan answers a call from his 
estranged wife in Mexico to help find her kidnapped brother. When he and his 
partner Meredith Ryan arrive, they find the crime is not as simple as they were 
told…. Intent to Hold is available at Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble and local 
bookstores. – Thonie Hevron  
 
 

 
 
 
On August 29, Nina Tepedino was the guest speaker at Sebastopol Kiwanis 
Luncheon. She shared her life's journey through her poems and short stories 
for a luxurious thirty minutes! As a Redwood Writer member, it was an 
experience of great pride to be featured as a poet. Her first book of poems 
will be entitled, A Touch of Time, published by Lovejoy Press. Watch for it!  
– Nina Tepedino 
 
 
 

 
 
Come to the Litquake Festival at Books Inc., Opera Plaza (601 Van Ness Ave., San 
Francisco) on Oct. 11, 2-4 p.m. to meet this year’s award-winning mystery authors 
as they discuss their new novels over wine and snacks catered by Max’s Opera 
Café. Presenting will be authors Katie Crouch, Alice LaPlante, Sophie Littlefield, 
and Tracy Guzman, who is also moderating the event. Free and open to the public. 
All books presented will be entered in a giveaway raffle. Visit www.litquake.org 
for all the details. – Kate Farrell 
 

 
 
Michelle Wing, Ann Hutchinson and Kate Farrell announce the release of their 
anthology, Cry of the Nightbird: Writers Against Domestic Violence. The book 
contains over 50 works of fiction, poetry, and memoir written by 38 writers, all 
participants from YWCA Sonoma County’s Changing Hurt to Hope: Writers Speak 
Out Against Domestic Violence events 2010-2013. The $15 book is available for 
purchase at YWCA’s online store at www.ywcasc.org. All profits benefit YWCA 
Sonoma County. – Michelle Wing 
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers:  Crissi Langwell and Helen Sedwick 
The MC will be Farrell Winter 

 
Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.   
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.   
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.  
 

Date:  Saturday, Oct. 25 
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,  
Place: NEW PLACE!  
Gaia’s Garden, 1899 Mendocino 
Ave., Santa Rosa 
 

Monday, October 13 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 
Come out and support our authors!  Hear five authors 
read from their books with Q & A from the audience. 
  
For reservations call 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through 
our website www.redwoodwriters.org to order with many major 
merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & 
Barrel, Toys R Us, and other stores. Shopping in the eScrip 
program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you 
are signed up, and you shop at any of the merchants that are in 
the eScrip Program, the donation to Redwood Writers will be 
automatic.  

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. 
The money is waiting for us to claim! You don't have to be a 
registered eScrip user, and Redwood Writers gets 1% to 16% of 
your order from 1,000 name brand merchants with no additional 
cost to you.  

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button 
on the left side of the page and follow the instructions! 

RedwoodWriters.org 
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $8 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

x Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
x Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
x Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
x Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
x Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 

 

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-
mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com. 

 

 

  

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 
No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related. 
The Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing-related ads.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 
redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 
same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 
Dear Redwood Writers, 

This month, I am one of the featured readers at 
the Redwood Writers Open Mic at Gaia’s Garden. 
Naturally, I am not keen on public speaking. 
Writing down every thought that comes to my 
head? No problem! But saying them out loud to a 
crowd? I am sure I’ll do something embarrassing 
like forget how to speak or pee my pants. 

That’s why I took special note of Robin 
Moore’s article on page 5, “Sharing Your Work 
Aloud.”  

One of the biggest tips she gave was to practice 
reading. While her tip pertained to reading in front 
of friends or practicing in front of a mirror, I think 
it goes further than that. You see, I know I’m not 
alone when it comes to getting the jitters before 
public speaking engagements.  

Face it, we’re writers. We’re more comfortable 
behind computer screens, not podiums.  

Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “We gain 
strength, and courage, and confidence by each 
experience in which we really stop to look fear in 
the face.” So this is my challenge for me, as well 
as my challenge for you: Look fear in the face. If, 
like me, public speaking is your fear, sign up for 
an open mic reading. If that seems like too much, 
then start small by sharing an announcement at the 
general meeting. If it’s finishing your novel, set 
tiny writing goals each day. Whatever your fear is, 
take small steps up that scary mountain. Once you 
reach the top, those first fearful steps will seem 
miles away…and possibility will be closer than 
ever. 

I hope you’ll come out and watch little old 
nervous me as I read from my upcoming novel on 
Oct. 25. And I hope to be witness to you 
overcoming your fears one day, too.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Anything after this date will be 
saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 
to Crissi Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 

The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All 
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 
include a picture.  

Article submissions should be around 500 words, 
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  

Announcements for the newsletter must be 
writing-related. Please note we no longer publish 
members’ private fee-based events. We also do 
not have the room to publish announcements for 
members’ parties. Please include your picture and 
details and a text copy about your writing class or 
event.  

Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 
word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 
published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 
the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 
the Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel. 
Registration starts at 2:30. The address is 2777 4th 
Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  

Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel in 
the Empire Room at 12:30 p.m. prior to the 
membership meeting. All members welcome.  

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  

 

 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Osha Belle Hayden  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 
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