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Brenda Knight

The Art of the Book Deal:
Insider Secrets of the Publishing Process

From the outside, book publishing can seem 
quite mysterious. But from the inside, it is really 
quite simple.

At the next Redwood Writers general meeting, 
twenty-two year publishing veteran Brenda 
Knight will teach you how to sell yourself and 
your book idea, determine who you are really 
selling to, discuss the importance of “comp 
titles,” show how to craft the perfect proposal, 
and explain trend tracking.

Knight started at HarperCollins over two 
decades ago, where she fell in love with 
publishing. Now she is the publisher of Cleis 
Press, and founder and publisher of Viva 
Editions, an imprint of Cleis Press. Knight is also 
the author of Women of the Beat Generation,
which won an American Book Award, and The 
Grateful Table: Blessings, Prayers and Graces 
for the Daily Meal.
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FROM OUR MEMBERS’ PENS
I am very honored to be a member of Redwood 

Writers. It is many things to me. The folks are so 
open and kind and not falling all over their egos. 
The whole environment is of fellow/sistership and 
true caring for each other’s success. I prefer it 
much more than the competitive type of gathering. 
And, for me, each meeting is like a master class in 
the craft and business of authoring. The collective 
talent in this group is extraordinary. 

– Dmitri Morningstar

TAKE NOTE
A handout for the talk, “Insider Tips: The Art of 
the Book Deal, A Six Page Outline,” is available 
for download at the Redwood Writers home page 
at www.redwoodwriters.org.

Redwood Writers General Meeting
When: Sunday, September 14
Time: 3-5 p.m. (come at 2:30 to register & 

mingle)
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa

 Courtyard Room, I & II
Cost: $5/members, $8/nonmembers
Info: www.redwoodwriters.org
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Planning Our Future 
By Sandy Baker 

 
Last month, about 25 Redwood Writers met for the annual all 

day “retreat,” convening at the Volunteer Center without the 
distractions of espresso coffee machines, traffic, cell phones, or 
hotel staff. Many members were invited, and the eventual group 
was broadly composed of officers, committee chairs, new and old 
at-large members in every genre, and published and yet-to-be 
published writers. Our three breakout groups each focused on one 
topic: Writing, Publishing, or Finding Readers. 

What creative and thoughtful members! The ideas and suggestions flowed all day from each group. 
Common threads emerged: better promotion of our club’s activities to our own members and to the 
community; development of monthly meeting speakers and panels, workshops and conferences to inspire 
improved writing and understanding of the editing and publishing processes; continuation of writing and 
reading opportunities through contests, anthologies, guest blogging, newsletters, salons, open mics and other 
venues.  

The retreat organizing team of Robbi Bryant, Malena Eljumaly, Amanda McTigue, Jan Rowley, and I 
met several times to analyze the pages of notes and ideas put forth. Our first action will be to establish a 
master calendar of all our Redwood Writer activities over the next two years. That way, we all will know 
what is planned, with dates, lead times and deadlines. The calendar will be submitted to the board for 
approval. 

In the end, we wish to better aid members in reaching their writing and publishing goals. None of us can 
be effective or successful if we do not know what is happening when. But developing a master schedule is 
only the first step. It takes collaboration (another widely-repeated retreat term) to affect the ideas—
collaboration within our membership, with known media and other professional organizations, and with 
additional entities such as bookstores, libraries, wineries, restaurants, and the like.  

Remember the old song “Make new friends, keep the old, one is silver, the other gold”? Those would be 
our veteran and newer members, plus potential members. We are counting on you to collaborate, to help new 
members understand our mission, and then to get involved. 

If we plan a new activity, say, a Redwood Writers book club, a RW author bookshelf, or a new RW booth 
somewhere, we need people to chair the projects. Each of the four writing contests needs a leader. 
Workshops need helpers. Anthologies always require an editor, editorial staff, and proofreaders. Or what 
about a radio show? We will need people to take charge. With membership interest and connection, we can 
accomplish all these things—and then include them on our master calendar. 

Here’s a fact: volunteering in Redwood Writers activities does not help you win writing contests, get your 
writings into the anthologies, or reduce your membership fee. 
Volunteering for our very large and very active branch helps 
members accomplish their goals. It’s all about Writers Helping 
Writers—our mission. Please be involved in our future! 

 
 
 

\ Welcome New Member! \ 

Steven Lubliner 
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POV From My POV 

By Marie Millard 
 

Before I started writing fiction, I read all sorts of articles about 
Point Of View. I already knew what "first person" and "third person" 
meant, but how would I know which was best for my book? The 
articles described each point of view (and its subcategories) in 
generalities, like, "In first person you can delve into your character's 
mind more easily, but you are limited to one person's mind." Not 
surprisingly, information like this didn't keep me from having point of 
view problems. 

So I thought I would tell you about specific problems I ran into with 
each point of view. I can't guarantee that you won't still have POV 
problems, but at least you won't have these problems. 

First Person, Past Tense: My first attempt at a novel was a girl-
meets-boy story about a college graduate named Cate. "I said this." 
"He said that." Simple, right? Nope! Cate was telling the story from a 
certain point in the future, and whenever she told us how she felt about 
events, I couldn't get her to shut up about what she knew later, at the 
point in time from which she was telling the story. She kept saying things like, "If only I had known," and "I 
found out later that." Unbearable. First person didn't seem to give me the freedom all the articles said it 
would. 

Third Person, Past Tense: So I decided to try third person for my next book. Young Okoa leaves his 
tribe to climb a mountain, slay some beasts, and save his people. The first scene, where he's still with his 
tribe, went smoothly. He didn't bother me with his knowledge from the future. He didn't seem to have any. I 
thought I had found the perfect point of view. The good old "Harry Potter" point of view. But then Okoa left 
his tribe and spent days alone in the wilderness. It became very tedious to write his thoughts. "Okoa thought 
he would," "Okoa wondered if," and on and on. I should have either given him a companion (even an 
animal!) to talk to, or chosen first person. 

And now I understand why currently all the rage is: 
First Person, Present Tense: Jeba, the heroine in my new book, gets to tell her story from deep in her 

soul, and she doesn't know what's going to happen in the future, so she can't ruin the surprise ending. There's 
no question about whether to say "I thought he was a jerk at the time," or "She thought he was a jerk." She 
just thinks it. "He's a real jerk." Although I can't tell the audience something about her motivation that she 
doesn't know herself (for instance if she thinks she's shutting him out because he's immature, but really she's 
shutting him out because she's scared) if I describe her actions well enough, the audience will sense it.  

I have to admit, reading books in present tense was awkward for me at first, but when it comes to writing, 
I love it. See? I'm even doing it now. 

  

WHAT I’M READING: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Rebecca Skloot 
Part family biography, part medical science history, this is the story of an ordinary black woman 
whose cells were taken without her permission, eventually launching a medical revolution. The 
book raises ethical questions, looks at social class and racial discrimination, and, interestingly for a 
writer, it demonstrates how a story can become an obsession, as Skloot conducts research for a 
decade. – submitted by Michelle Wing 
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 MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

 
JEANE SLONE 

    
 

By Dmitri Morningstar 
 
I am fascinated by Jeane Slone, who has written 

three historical novels of women serving during 
World War II:  She Flew Bombers, finalist of the 
2012 national Indie Awards, She Built Ships 
During WW II, and the newly published, She Was 
An American Spy During WW II.  

Her first historical fiction came to fruition when 
she read her mother’s army base newsletters from 
WW II. A tiny article said, "WASPs (Women 
Airforce Service Pilots) fly into WAACs (Women 
Army Aircorp) barracks." When she discovered the 
"secret weapon" of women pilots during WW II, 
she began writing her book, She Flew Bombers. 
Jeane received a Sonoma County Arts Council 
grant to MC a celebrated oral history panel with six 
WASPs at the SR Vets Building in 2009. 

Presently she is writing and researching women 
war correspondents during WW II on the front line.  
She’s been asked to collaborate with an ESL writer 
to publish her second historical fiction, She Built 
Ships During WW II, into a Korean ESL workbook. 

Here’s Jeane’s approach to writing: “I like to 
write and research seven days a week in the early 
morning and sometimes in the afternoon, no matter 
where I am visiting in the world. Writing is now in 
my blood and I begin researching as soon as one 
novel is complete. Writing historical fiction is 
fascinating to me. I never know where the story  
 

will take me, when it will end or how. It all has to 
do with what historical information I stumble 
upon.” 

But Jeane doesn’t just lock herself in an 
archive and take notes.  Below are some of her 
research methods: 

“I love to have as many ‘hands-on’ experiences 
as possible to enhance my writing projects. 

“I have flown in an open cockpit, 1918, World 
War One, Curtiss Jenny (there are only ten 
airborne); experienced aerobatic maneuvers in a 
1941, WW II, Boeing PT-17 open cockpit biplane: 
loop, barrel roll, hammer head, and Cuban eight; 
shot a WW II Colt .45; parachuted out of a plane; 
had a personal tour of a Military Intelligence 
Museum in England; toured the Musée de l'Armée 
in Paris, France; used a 1948 clandestine RS-1 HF 
transceiver (Morse code transmitter); toured where 
the Port Chicago explosion happened; met many 
Tuskegee Airmen. 

“I am often invited to give PowerPoint 
presentations on all three of my historically 
accurate novels. I sell my books at air shows and 
many museums in the US and one in England. I 
continue to get repeat orders from the museums.  

“I have been actively trying to get a TV series 
based on my books.” 

She said she loves helping other writers, and 
created the monthly Dining With Authors at 
Gaia's Garden in Santa Rosa. Five authors who 
have recently published books are featured every 
month. 

As well, she said, “Mona Mechling and I 
distribute local authors’ books to over 15 shops. 
We are always looking for new local shops to add 
to. Local authors may contact me as well. I have 
been doing this for three years. 

I know how much time, energy and money 
goes into the making of a book. I believe in RW’s 
slogan: Writers Helping Writers.”  

Jeane is the very spirit of our slogan. She is 
past vice president of Redwood Writers and a 
present board member. “I owe much of my 
success to Redwood Writers for giving me the 
opportunity to practice reading, presenting, 
improving my writing skills and selling my 
books.” 
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Hot Summer Nights 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Summertime means warm 
days, and sizzling hot 
nights – especially if you 
were at Copperfield’s in 
July to hear Redwood 
Writers members share 
their books with a 
captivated audience! 

Thank you to the members 
who sent photos to share! 
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~ Why We Write ~ 
"It is our sacred work. Writing allows us to give the gift of our authentic beings,  

bringing what no one else can bring!" ~ Stargazer Li 
 
This month, Redwood Writers members were asked what it is that makes them passionate about putting 
words to paper (or computer, tablet…or whatever your fancy). Here is what some of you came up with: 
 
I once watched a documentary which postulated that women chose which man to date for different reasons 
than they THOUGHT they chose them. I THINK I write because I want to figure this world out, because 
imaginary people need me to tell their stories, because it makes me happy. But do I know? – Marie Millard 
 
I write to delve into the stories and characters that sometimes appear unbidden in the forefront of my mind. I 
write to put words to the feelings, hopes and anxieties that clutter my thoughts and that settle down best 
when put into ink. – Cristina Goulart 
  
Writing is a pleasurable mystery, both solitude and community.  I write because it's the only thing I lose 
myself in. I love story. Authors are the people I most venerate. What a relief to find writing is my passion!  
– Marian Lindner 
 

 
Can't not. – Amanda McTigue 

 
Have to. – Jan  Ögren 

 
I write because I can't sing. If I could sing, I'd perch like a mockingbird on the highest branch and sing in the 
voices of other birds all day long. Instead, I sit at my desk and try to capture the same freedom in words.  
– Helen Sedwick 

When I was born, Mercury, the planet of communication, resided in Sagittarius, its exalted placement. 
Therefore, I have been gifted with the expressive arts of music, mime, dance, speaking and the written word. 
To share ideas, wisdom and images through poetry and stories, has become a serious calling. It is a constant 
loud inner voice that urges me to write. – Nina  Tepedino 

Solace 
by Robert Shafer 
  
Swept along streets flooded by malice 
unable to crawl up to holy altars 
scorned by a host of false prophets  
tottering on the edge of self-destruction 
  
A desperate act of self-compassion 
a stub of pencil and a scrap of paper 
a torrent of tortured tales unleashed  
assured a written solace  
nobody could deny him. 

 

Why I Write 
by David Sandri 
 
I write to be creative 
I write to be precise 
I write to find a     
           character 
I write to let that  
           character free 
I write to relax 
I write to vent 
I write to cry 
I write to smile 
I write to shout 
I write to whisper 
But mostly, I write     
            to live 
 

Words 
by Teresa Henry 
 
Words are life 
buoys, cast to all 
anchored and near 
while I fight 
drifting in space when even 
wind howls no longer. 
 
I write words 
to stop tumbleweed, 
to connect 
with others, 
lament first, melody 
next for what may come. 
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   Shirin Yim Bridges published her first children’s book, Ruby’s Wish 
(Chronicle Books) in 2002. It received rave reviews and earned her the Ezra 
Jack Keats’ New Writer Award. Two more picture books followed, The 
Umbrella Queen (Greenwillow Books, 2008) and Mary Wrightly, So 
Politely (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2013). However, in 2010, driven by 
what she saw as a void in children’s literature—historical nonfiction for 
girls about significant women in history—she turned her eye to publishing 
and established Goosebottom Books.  
   In this interview, Shirin Yim Bridges shares the challenges and rewards of being a small, independent 
publisher, how to avoid manuscript submission mistakes, and her tips for marketing and promotion.  
   Due to space limitations, only an excerpt is printed here. You can read the entire interview at 
www.kidlitrambles.blogspot.com. 
 
1. You began your publishing career as an author. How did you decide to take 
on the challenges of becoming a publisher? 
It all began with my nieces, who’d disappeared into a pink fog of Disney 
princesses. I wanted them to know that there were real princesses who didn’t sit 
around waiting for a prince. So I started to write a series of nonfiction books, which 
I ended up calling The Thinking Girl’s Treasury of Real Princesses, and I sent the 
first manuscript in to editor Samantha McFerrin. But the more I thought about it, 
the more control I wanted over these books. 
 
2. Tell us a little bit about Goosebottom Books. 
Goosebottom Books is dedicated to fun nonfiction, or with our latest series, fiction 
that has a nonfiction soul, anyway. We started with the Thinking Girl’s Treasury of 
Real Princesses, which won an IPPY medal, and then brought out the Thinking 
Girl’s Treasury of Dastardly Dames, which was named a Top 10 Nonfiction Series 
for Youth by Booklist and the American Library Association. We also published the 
first book in the U.S. to use mobile augmented reality, Horrible Hauntings. 
 
3. What is the hardest thing and the most rewarding about being a small, independent press? 
The most difficult thing, quite frankly, is to make any money. The most rewarding thing is how creative it is. 
I brought these books into the world, conceived and executed to my vision. To pull it off, I had to wear a 
hundred hats, including the janitor’s hat, and the sheltered workshop hat, licking envelopes and assembling 
hundreds of mailing packages. I love that! I love the variety, the challenge, and the hard work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KIDLIT 
CORNER 

 
 

INTERVIEW WITH RW WRITER YOUNG ADULT AND 
MIDDLE GRADE FICTION CONTEST JUDGE, SHIRIN YIM BRIDGES 

By Natasha Yim 
 

Shirin Yim Bridges 

(continued on the next page….) 
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4. What are some of the common mistakes you see writers make in their submissions? 
They don’t know to whom they’re submitting. They send me manuscripts that are so far from what we 
publish—I got a memoir about pole dancing once! One glance at our website should have told you that pole 
dancing wouldn’t work for us. The other mistake is that some authors get rude and impatient for an answer.  
 
5. What advice would you give writers on making their submissions stand out? 
Be professional. Be someone who understands my business, who understands what I might want that you 
can provide. And then write well. Independent publishers are all in this because we love books and writing. 
We are easily seduced by great words. 
 
6. Nowadays, authors have to do a lot of promotion and marketing themselves. What marketing or 
promotion tips can you give authors? 
My advice is whatever you do, don’t forget to enjoy it. Don’t turn the privilege of being an author into a 
marketing chore. 

 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Natasha Yim is the author of two picture books and two children's 
biographies: OTTO'S RAINY DAY (Charlesbridge Publishing, 2000), 
CIXI, THE DRAGON EMPRESS (Goosebottom Books, 
2011), SACAJAWEA OF THE SHOSHONE (Goosebottom Books, 
2012) and GOLDY LUCK AND THE THREE PANDAS 
(Charlesbridge Publishing, 2014). She has also written for the children's 
magazines, "Highlights for Children," "Appleseeds," and "Faces." 
Natasha is represented by Karen Grencik of Red Fox Literary who is 
currently submitting a new picture book manuscript for her, and she's 
working on a middle grade novel. 
 

Julie Winrich (left) and Kent 
Sorenson (right) share their books at 
the Redwood Writers Open Mic at 
Gaia’s Garden. 
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Brief, Sweet 
—Kay Mehl Miller 
 
Little pockets of relief 
Like breathing familiar air 
Before sinking back 
Into the murky depths of grief 
 
Why am I forced to dwell 
In a place 
So forlorn, 
So empty of all I ever wanted? 
No desire there; 
For even precious ones— 
Innocent children at play—annoy me. 
 
I am ashamed; 
Intellectually ashamed 
I have no room for true emotion 
Other than the pain of grief 
 
The “oh, no, no, no,” of unimaginable hurt 
The raw sting of acceptance beaten into me. 
 
My eyes are dry now, 
Friends have embraced me, 
Reminded me of life being lived 
Without him, without her, without her … 
The three of them leaving me all at once. 
Are there separate plots for grief? 
Or will three-in-one be a blessing? 
 
God, thank you for the brief, sweet pockets 
of relief. 
 

POETRY PLACE 
 

Thirteen 
—Mary DeShazo 
 
There is a place where no one knows 
Where books are leaves of blue enchantment. 
The willow reaches to depths below 
While I read Summer’s brook in your head. 
 
You have gone to other castles 
To Spain perhaps. To Reykjavik? 
I fasten to my willow tree. 
The book is beyond recollection. 
 
There is a place where no one knows 
The Summer whirls in blue enchantment. 
To be twelve again, perhaps thirteen, 
A book below, the sky above. 
 

“There is a Dead Zone in the 
Gulf as Large as Connecticut…” 
—Mark Pavlichek 
 
Above us all the color blue 
has been erased from nature’s sight. 
A steely manufactured hue 
Now blocks the sun’s life-giving light. 
 
The trees like withered matchsticks stand  
while birds are tumbling from the sky. 
The fish are gasping on the sand, 
and bees have lost the will to fly. 
 
As those who’ve lusted just to rule  
Have traded off their consciousness. 
Our life as we have come to know  
Stares into its final abyss. 
 
A storm’s been brewed, and brings with it 
Destruction of old-testament power. 
The cold hands on time’s levers pull—  
The sun and moon can’t keep the hour. 
 
 
  
 
 

Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the 
newsletter. Each month a poem or two will be 
selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems 
will be chosen based on the space available. 
Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times 
New Roman font. Shorter poems work best. 
Send poems as a Word document and email to 
Juanita J. Martin, Acquisitions Editor.  
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.  
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the 
month to be included in the following month’s 
issue. - Juanita Martin  
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One of my writing groups, Sonoma Writers Alliance, will be doing a reading at 
Andrews Hall at the Community Center, 276 E. Napa, Sonoma, Oct. 22nd, at 7:00 pm.  
Along with 16 other writers, I will be reading, and also playing piano with a clarinet 
and flute ensemble for the “entertainment” part. We will be sponsored by the Sonoma 
Theater Alliance. – Jean Wong

The Cloverdale Performing Arts Center presents Books on Stage with poet Michelle 
Wing, author of Body on the Wall and co-editor of Cry of the Nightbird: Writers Against 
Domestic Violence, and novelist and short-story writer Amanda McTigue (pictured),
author of Going to Solace, on Thursday, Sept. 4 from 7-9 p.m. The event is free, and 
will be held at the Cloverdale Performing Arts Center, 209 North Cloverdale Boulevard, 
Cloverdale. Hosted by Michelle Wing. For more information, go to 
www.cloverdaleperformingarts.com. – Michelle Wing

I have been invited to read and sign Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas at the California 
Capitol Book Festival (CCBF) in Sacramento on Oct. 25 - 26 (not sure which date I'm 
reading yet), and I've just found out that the performance dates for my 10-min. play "The 
Next Great American Novel" will be August 26 to September 21 in Auckland, New 
Zealand as part of their Short+Sweet Theatre Festival, shortandsweet.org.nz/2014.

– Natasha Yim

There will be a poetry reading, discussion and signing with Michelle Wing, author of Body 
on the Wall, on Saturday, Sept. 20, 2:30-3:30 p.m. at the Cloverdale Regional Library, 401 
North Cloverdale Boulevard, Cloverdale. Free event. For more information, call (707) 894-
5271 or go to sonomalibrary.org/locations/cloverdale-regional-library. – Michelle Wing

Grand Theft Death—now available in print! Buy it from me at annphilipp.com or Amazon. 
Patricia Schuster acquires both independence and furniture polish after inheriting her 
grandmother's house and antique business. Her new life is in jeopardy, however, when she 
is falsely arrested for stealing a vintage Cadillac. When the real thief ends up dead she turns 
to her grandmother's friends—four women in their golden years who play fast and loose 
with the law. – Ann Phillipp

(continued on the next page….)
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After much unnecessary fretting (and much phone support from Go-Daddy) my website is 
finally live.  Please check it out at www.WinterLandPress.com.  I never designed a website 
before, though in an earlier lifetime I designed newsletters and posters for political events, 
mostly anti-nuclear and pro-environment.  These are the same! I consulted with a web design 
expert, who pronounced my homemade site to be “looking good.” This is a paraphrase as I 
don’t remember the exact words.  – Farrell Winter

My book of poetry, Body on the Wall, was reviewed by Berkeley poet, Zara Raab, in the 
Summer Edition of Poets' Quarterly. You can find the review online here: 
www.poetsquarterly.com. Both Body on the Wall and our soon-to-be-released anthology, 
Cry of the Nightbird: Writers Against Domestic Violence (co-edited with Redwood Writers 
members Ann Hutchinson and Kate Farrell) will be featured on the A Room of Her Own 
(AROHO) website at aroomofherownfoundation.org/books. – Michelle Wing

My novel, Mundos em Dividsao comes out in September. It was a dream come true when I 
self-published Dividing Worlds in 2011 and was contacted by Barany Publishers in Brazil, 
asking to translate it into Portuguese. It’s a magical realism novel about a woman who 
wants to lead an ordinary life, but an Irish ghost, an extinct bear and a mystical cat lead her 
on many adventures. I’m an international author now! www.JanOgren.net – Jan Ogren

On Thursday, Sept 4, 7-9 p.m., The North Bay 
Society of Children’s Book Writers and 
Illustrators (SCBWI) announces a workshop 
on “How to Write Openings That Hook 
Readers,” by author Annemarie O’Brien. This 
meeting will be held at the Sebastopol Center 
for the Arts at 282 S. High Street (left side 
door), Sebastopol, and is open to the public. 
Donations are $10/members, $15/non-
members with pre-registration online. 
$15/members, $20/non-members at the door. Visit the speaker’s 
website at annemarieobrienauthor.com, pre-register at 
events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e9fd03c2
edb9395f&llr=ztqkjicab

Play Contest 

Get that 10-minute play ready! 
Deadline for submissions is Dec 15,
with awards on Feb 8. Production 
of the plays will be in May. Look 
for the submission rules by mid-
September at redwoodwriters.org.
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The YWCA Sonoma County is accepting 
submissions for its fifth annual Changing Hurt 
to Hope: Writers Speak Out Against Domestic 
Violence event. We are looking for poetry, 
short fiction, and memoir, among other art 
forms. Creative responses are encouraged. Past 
participants have incorporated art, haiku, slam 
poetry, music, and film. Deadline is Sept. 10. 
Selected authors/submitters will present their 
works at events in Sebastopol, Sonoma, 
Cloverdale, and Santa Rosa in October during 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month. For 
guidelines or questions, write to Michelle 
Wing at wingpoet@gmail.com.

Don't forget about the great flyers 
at the end of the newsletter! 

SAVE THE DATE!
2014 Anthology Launch Party

When: Sunday, Sept. 28, 2-5 p.m. 
Where: Karen McAuliffe’s house

868 High School Rd., Sebastopol

RSVP to Jeane Sloane at jeaneslone@sonic.net
Volunteers are encouraged to bring food or 
drink to share. Hope to see you there!

~~~
Also, celebrate the new Redwood Writers 
Anthology Launch at Copperfield Books in 
Montgomery Village on Saturday, October 
11th, 5-6 p.m. 14 writers will read from their 
included works, followed by cake. More 
details to come in the October newsletter.

Women’s National Book Association, 
San Francisco Chapter & Litquake 

Festival 2014 announce:

Mysteries at Opera Plaza: 
The Thrill of Shared Reading

When: October 11, 2014, 2-4 p.m.   
Where: Books, Inc., Opera Plaza, 601 Van 

Ness Ave., San Francisco 94107

Come meet this year’s award-winning mystery 
authors as they discuss their new novels over 
wine and snacks: Katie Crouch, Abroad, Alice 
LaPlante, Circle of Wives, Sophie Littlefield, 
The Missing Place, and moderator, Tracy 
Guzeman, The Gravity of Birds.

Free and open to the public. Giveaway raffle 
of all books presented! Other free items for 
book clubs: paperbacks, brochures, and 
bookmarks.
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings
The MC will be Abby Bogomolny

Join us for camaraderie and a light meal or beverage. Please 
support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is limited to 
five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. Please 
practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open Mic.  
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny 
and Robin Moore.  
Early sign up at 1:30.  First come, first served.
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic.

Date: Saturday, Sept. 27
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.,
Place: Gaia’s Garden,

1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa 
Rosa

Monday, September 8 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa

Come out and support our authors! Hear five authors 
read from their books with Q & A from the audience.

For reservations call 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go 
through our website www.redwoodwriters.org to order with 
many major merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, 
Expedia, Crate & Barrel, Toys R Us, and other stores. 
Shopping in the eScrip program does not cost you, the 
customer, anything. Once you are signed up, and you shop 
at any of the merchants that are in the eScrip Program, the 
donation to Redwood Writers will be automatic. 

These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-
profits. The money is waiting for us to claim! You don't 
have to be a registered eScrip user, and Redwood Writers 
gets 1% to 16% of your order from 1,000 name brand 
merchants with no additional cost to you.

Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip 
button on the left side of the page and follow the 
instructions!

Please note: A few errors found their way into 
the recent “Literary Review, Summer 2014” 
recently distributed.

In the Acquisition Editor’s credits on page 1, 
Change: “Elisabeth Tuck (Tri-Valley)” to 
“Elisabeth Tuck (Mt Diablo)”

In the table of contents, page 2, under the 
heading of Poetry,
Change: “Alice Knight” to “Alice Kight”

On Page 10, 
Change the attribution for the poem, “If I 
Changed Places” from “Emily Edding” to 
“Alice Kight.”

For those affected, Alice Kight, Emily Edding, 
and Elisabeth Tuck, please accept the editor’s 
apologies.
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We will meet in 
the Courtyard Rooms I & II at the Flamingo Hotel at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $8 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include: 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups.

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049.

If you're in the market for critique groups, I will act as a clearinghouse for those looking to form groups. If 
you would like to find others for a group, or if you have one and want to add members, send me your e-
mail address and any information you want to include. Once I put you in contact with others with similar 
interests, you will be responsible for your own coordination of time and location. People meet in homes or 
cafes, or sometimes come up with other public spaces such as library meeting rooms. I have some 
experience with critique groups and can make recommendations as to methods that are optionally used. I 
highly recommend them! Please contact Marie Judson-Rosier at mariejudson@gmail.com.

 

 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 
No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and writing-related. 
The Redwood Writer does not accept political, religious, or otherwise non-writing related ads.  

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form:
redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 
same link.  

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter.

The Redwood Writer 14

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
mailto:mariejudson@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer


 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 
A few weeks ago, I sent a call-out for reasons 

why you write. I received a flurry of responses—
some the full sixty allotted words, some short and 
sweet, some in the form of a poem, and all of 
them varied. One thing remained consistent, 
however—a passion for writing. 

Writers are a unique bunch. For us, our 
thoughts become so much clearer when we can get 
them out on paper than just speaking them aloud. 
In my case, I have the tendency to get lost in my 
own shell or fumble over my words when face-to-
face with others. But when I write, I’m prone to 
divulge my deepest secrets, even when hidden 
within the life of one of my characters. For me, 
writing is like breathing. It holds a natural rhythm 
that helps life make sense, creates order out of 
chaos, and releases the thoughts and worries that 
are screaming to break out of me.  

Author Barbara Kingsolver once said, “Don’t 
try to figure out what other people want to hear 
from you; figure out what you have to say. It’s the 
one and only thing you have to offer.” As writers, 
this is our truth, one we must live by. No one has 
seen the world through our eyes as we have. Our 
calling as writers is to share our view with the 
world, painting a picture with our words.  

So how do you do that? Write every day. 
Whether it’s two-hundred words or two-thousand, 
get your words out in written form. If you think 
you don’t have time, think again. Wake up a little 
earlier, block out distractions like TV or mindless 
web surfing, and carry around notecards for 
whenever inspiration strikes. Make it a priority to 
tell your story, because if you don’t it will never 
be told—and your writing is your gift to the 
world. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Anything after this date will be 
saved for the next issue. Please email submissions 
to Crissi Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin 
at freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All 
pieces over this limit will be edited down. Please 
include a picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, 
but we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be 
writing-related. Please note we no longer publish 
members’ private fee-based events. We also do 
not have the room to publish announcements for 
members’ parties. Please include your picture and 
details and a text copy about your writing class or 
event.  
Why I Write and What I’m Reading. Please keep 
word count to 60 words or less. Pieces will be 
published as space permits. Overflow is saved for 
the next newsletter. 

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 3-5 p.m. at the 
Flamingo Hotel. Registration starts at 2:30. The 
address is 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95405. 
Note: The meeting on Sept. 14 will be in 
Courtyard Rooms I & II. 
Board Meetings are held at the Flamingo Hotel at 
12:30 prior to the membership meeting. All 
members welcome.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 
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From the outside, book publishing can 
seem mysterious, but from the inside it 
is really quite simple. Twenty-two-year 
publishing veteran Brenda Knight will teach 
you how to sell yourself and your book 
idea, determine who you are really selling 
to, discuss the importance of “comp titles,” 
show how to cra� the perfect proposal, and 
explain trend tracking.

About Brenda Knight
Brenda Knight started at Harper Collins over 
two decades ago, where she fell in love with 
publishing. Now she is the publisher of Cleis 
Press, and founder and 
publisher of Viva Editions, 
an imprint of Cleis Press. 
Knight is also the author 
of Women of the Beat 
Generation, which won 
an American Book Award, 
and �e Grateful Table: 
Blessings, Prayers and 
Graces for the Daily Meal.

To prepare for this meeting, go 
to the Redwood Writers homepage and download Knight’s 
“Insider Tips: �e Art of the Book Deal, a six-page outline.”FLYER DESIGN BY APRIL GREEN

Redwood Writers is a branch of the California Writers Club 9/14/14 Meeting www.redwoodwriters.org

Redwood Writers Presents: Brenda Knight

The Art 
of the Book Deal 

Insider Secrets of the 
Publishing Process



Redwood Writers
Library Open Mic

Who Am I?

Redwood Writers member Jean Wong emcees this every-other-month after-
noon of literary delights from Sonoma County authors. Each Open Mic has a 
theme, but readers are welcome to share any writing they like. 

The initial reading slots are reserved for Redwood Writers members; then 
open mic spots are available for the general public, first 
come, first served.

Don’t miss this opportunity to read your work in public! 
Sign up by e-mailing rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org. 

www.redwoodwriters.orgFlyer Design by Michelle Wing

Saturday 
Sept. 27, 2014

12-2 p.m.

Santa Rosa Central Library
211 E Street, Santa Rosa

(707) 545-0831







2014 Anthology Launch Party
Sunday, Sept. 28

2-5 p.m.

Location: Karen McAuliffe’s Home
868 High School Road

Sebastopol

RSVP to jeaneslone@sonic.net (event chair 
Jeane Slone). Also needed are volunteers to 

help with the launch and with food. Please 
indicate in your message if available.
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Susan Keller writes �ction, non�ction, and poetry. Her 
poetry has won �rst place in NorCal Poetry Slams. It was named 
a semi-�nalist in the Atlantic Review Poetry Contest, and won 
an Honorable Mention in the Bay Area Poets Coalition national 
contest. Her �ction and poetry have been repeatedly published 
in the Redwood Writers’ anthologies. Her story, “A Turn in the 
Road” earned an Honorable Mention in the Write Across the Bay 
Contest. Keller previously published a CWC newsletter column, 
entitled �e Contest Girl, and was very active in submitting to 
poetry and prose contests internationally. 

Stefanie Freele’s latest short story collection, Surrounded 
by Water (Press 53), includes the winning story of the Glimmer 
Train Fiction Open. Her �rst collection, Feeding Strays (Lost 
Horse Press), was a �nalist in the John Gardner Binghamton 
University Fiction Award and the Book of the Year Award. 
Freele’s published and forthcoming work can be found in 
magazines such as Witness, Sou’wester, Mid-American Review, 
Western Humanities Review, Quarterly West, �e Florida 
Review, Chattahoochee Review, American Literary Review, and 
Night Train. She is the former �ction editor of the Los Angeles 
Review.                                                    www.stefaniefreele.com

Anita Amirrezvani was born in Tehran, Iran, and raised 
in San Francisco. Her �rst novel, �e Blood of Flowers, has 
appeared in 25 languages and was long-listed for the 2008 
Orange Prize for Fiction. Her second novel, Equal of the Sun, 
was published by Scribner in 2012. Tremors: New Fiction 
by Iranian-American Writers, an anthology co-edited with 
Persis Karim, was released in 2013. Amirrezvani has given 
book readings in Australia, Canada, Croatia, Dubai, Lithuania, 
New Zealand, Scotland, and in many locations throughout the 
United States. She teaches in the MFA Program in Writing at the 
California College of the Arts.           www.anitaamirrezvani.com

Learn how and why to enter writing contests with Susan Keller, submit to literary journals with Stefanie Freele, and submit 
to anthologies with Anita Amirrezvani. �ese submission opportunities are within reach for every writer, beginning to 
advanced, and can build an impressive platform while improving writing skills. Susan Keller, writing contest winner, 
compiles a monthly list of contests and other writing opportunities; Stefanie Freele, award-winning short �ction author 
and writing coach, edits and regularly contributes to literary journals and anthologies; and Anita Amirrezvani, prize-
winning novelist, creative writing teacher, edited the anthology, Tremors: New Fiction by Iranian American Writers. 
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Your Platform
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