
The Redwood Writer   1 

“Writers Helping Writers”                      September 2015                              www.redwoodwriters.org                          

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            

 
                 
                  

September 13, 2015 
Crissi Langwell 

 

 
 

How to Write a Novel in 30 Days:  
Your Guide to NaNoWriMo 

 
Every November, writers from all over the 

world take part in National Novel Writing Month, 
otherwise known as NaNoWriMo. During this 
month, writers set aside their usual writing 
process to focus on quickly churning out a novel. 
Through daily word count goals, community 
support and a touch of insanity, many of these 
writers reach day 30 with a rough draft novel in 
their hands. 

Crissi Langwell, who has participated in and 
“won” NaNoWriMo for the past five years, will 
guide you through the ins and outs of 
NaNoWriMo, explain the benefits of writing fast, 
and show how you can successfully write your 
own novel in 30 days. 

Crissi is a fiction author, the Redwood Writers 
newsletter editor and she offers many book 
editing and formatting services to other authors. 
Crissi is preparing to publish her fourth novel in 
two years. Three of these novels were written 
during NaNoWriMo. 

Learn more about NaNoWriMo at 
NaNoWriMo.org. Discover more about Crissi at 
CrissiLangwell.com and her author services at 
NorthCoastStories.com. 
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Redwood Writers General Meeting 
When:  Sunday, Sept. 13 
Time:   2:30-4:30 p.m. *New time!* 
  Arrive at 2 p.m. to register & mingle with 
  other writers.  
Where: Flamingo Resort, Santa Rosa  

  Courtyard Rooms I & II 
Cost:     $5/members, $10/nonmembers  
Info:     www.redwoodwriters.org  
 

Note: The September meeting will be held in the 
Courtyard rooms located behind the pool at the 
Flamingo Resort. This includes the Author 
Support Group, the Board Meeting, and the 
General Meeting.  

Want to be kept up to date on 
Redwood Writers events and 
happenings, contest deadlines and 
more? Check out our calendar at 
redwoodwriters.org/calendar. 

http://www.nanowrimo.org/
http://www.crissilangwell.com/
http://www.northcoaststories.com/
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://redwoodwriters.org/calendar/
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BOARD BUZZ 

 

Calling the Muse 
By Cristina Goulart 

 
Like most writers, I often experience writer’s block. I fall into stretches of 

time when I can’t get myself to write anything.  Even worse than writer’s block 
are the spells of uninspired writing where I churn out piles of flat prose and 
contrived dialogue. During some of these spells, I have burned drafts in the 
fireplace, afraid I would die in the night and someone else would read the boring 
drivel.   

Like all other writers, I want that feeling of writing in “the zone,” of hitting a 
writing groove where the words fly onto the page while my characters hover 
nearby dictating their lines. When I’m there, I lose sense of time and place. It’s a 
feeling so sweet, it’s spiritual. When I’m not there I feel bereft. I am overcome 
with the sense that all the good writing in me is already spent.  

It is often said that discipline is the true mother of creativity. “Inspiration 
exists,” said Pablo Picasso, “but it must find you working.” Discipline being incredibly dull, not to mention 

hard, I have chosen to seek other ways to call the muse.  
During one of my writing funks, I observed ridiculously to a 

coworker that all the great writers smoked: Hemingway, 
Steinbeck, and Jack London. Didn’t Virginia Woolf smoke? 
Maybe I should smoke. The next morning there was a pack of 
cigarettes on my desk.  

Never mind that I was not, in fact, a smoker; I would suffer for 
my art! I set myself up on the patio with my notebook, a pen, and 
the pack of cigarettes. I lit up one Camel after another, imagining 
myself writing at a Paris café in 1925. I coughed a lot and got a 

little sick. I became concerned that my tongue felt thick. I wrote 
very little.  

After I reported back the next morning to my arts patron, he smacked his forehead and exclaimed, “You 
weren’t supposed to really smoke them! They were props to inspire you.”  

Now he tells me.  
I grudgingly went on to try what successful writers say we must do to call the muse: practice discipline. I 

committed to a regular time slot and forced myself to write no matter how tired or cross or lonely I felt. The 
result of that was more bad writing.  

I am still figuring out what works for me, but I’ve 
learned a few ways to invoke the muse. Sitting outside 
doing absolutely nothing but watching the sky can 
work. Reading poetry out loud, savoring every word 
can work. I’ve also learned that sometimes I really just 
need to forget about writing for a while. Sometimes I 
need to chill on the couch or go out and dance until my 
feet are too tired to keep time with the beat. Then I can 
come back to my notebook rejuvenated, and start 
again, with the muse at my side spinning tales with 
me. 

Steinbeck, killing himself with creativity. 
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MEMBER IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

LEE GANT 

    
 

by Belinda Riehl 
 

When I attended my first Redwood Writers 
meeting, Lee Gant sat across from me in the 
Author Support Group and said she had written a 
story of healing from shame, sadness, and self-
destructive behavior…through knitting. Working 
with her hands had opened a place in her head that 
allowed her to find answers to questions that had 
haunted her since childhood. I felt her passion—
for knitting and for life. 

I recently asked Lee what she wanted Redwood 
Writers to know. “I grew up with so much fear,” 
she began. “I had no tools. I was stealing, lying, 
doing bad things. I was angry and defiant. The 
world owed me.”  

Here is a glimpse of Lee’s childhood from Love 
in Every Stitch: 

“I want to tell [my mother] so many things. I 
want to tell her that I paid attention when she 
told me that eyeballs wiggle under their lids if 
you pretend to be asleep, and that I practiced 
keeping my eyes very still…the time my 
father…pointed a gun at my head while he 
stood at the foot of my bed. I especially want to 
say I’m sorry for [using] the razor blade…on 
myself. 

“I want to tell her how bad I feel because I 
didn’t tell on the neighbor down the street 
when he raped me and Maryellen, because I 
might have saved the children who followed. I 
want to tell her about the time I took too many 
pills and died, and how I gave up on myself the 
night I lay down in the middle of the street at 
four o’clock in the morning and how scared I 
was when the tires…stopped inches from…my 
head. 

“I want to tell her about the fire that I set in 
the field…and I want to tell her I’m sorry I was 
mad because I thought she never loved me.” 

 
A colorful vine tattoo now winds across Lee’s 

wrist to cover cutting scars and helps her connect 
with teens. “Knitting isn’t just a grandma sport,” 
she tells them. She wants to reach kids before they 
turn to alcohol and drugs like she did.  

“Knitting frees you from the chaos in your 
head,” Lee implores me to understand, “so you 
can talk about what’s on your mind, and you make 
something tangible with your hands.”  She puts 
her fingers together, gesturing as though she’s 
handing me a gift. 

Lee is now a master knitter, designer, teacher, 
volunteer, and mother of four. After raising two 
children alone from a failed teenage marriage, Lee 
is sober and married to a man she calls her 
everything, with twins now in their twenties.  

Love in Every Stitch; Stories of Knitting and 
Healing is not a story of abuse, but a story of joy 
as Lee Gant teaches others to knit and heal 
themselves. Her book of knitted patterns, Dress 
Me Up, will be released in the spring of 2017. She 
has turned her anger and resentment into creative 
energy, giving of her time, her talent, and her love. 

Her book is on Amazon at amzn.to/1vvURRf. 
To read more about Love in Every Stitch, go to:  
www.leegantknits.com and 
facebook.com/loveineverystitchstories. You can 
also meet her on YouTube at 
youtube.com/watch?v=33E0dOHfIOI.  

http://amzn.to/1vvURRf
http://www.leegantknits.com/
https://www.facebook.com/loveineverystitchstories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33E0dOHfIOI
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Poetry Place is now a regular feature in the newsletter. Each month a poem or two 
will be selected to be printed in the newsletter. Poems will be chosen based on the 
space available. Send one poem per person. Use 12 point Times New Roman font. 
Shorter poems work best. Send poems as a Word document and email to Juanita J. 
Martin, Acquisitions Editor. freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com.  
**Note: Poems need to be sent by the 10th of the month to be included in the 
following month’s issue. - Juanita Martin  

 

POETRY PLACE 
 

Silent Winter 
—Juanita J. Martin 
 
A tree is bowing, sighing,  
Bending, breaking,  
Limbs heavy, 
Sap frozen in bark  
Bone cold rips at its core 
Souls in peril, a savior and a cypher, 
An unforgiving blade, a sacrifice 
Hiccups of powder fall; 
Man warms himself  
In the silent winter 
 

Redundant 
—Teresa Henry  
 
With no rudder 
we wobble, risk course. 
We cede the vice for weekdays. 
We lose purpose from work 
against our will, not at our pace. 
 
No posted sign along this route. 
When we offer more, others seek less. 
We are less, we retired, 
than ones who lack our knowledge 
and a culture that meets few needs. 
 
Good will has abraded. 
Plans for our eighties social surplus 
in a nation that boasts war debts. 
Some re-cast for new work tasks, 
many, as I, strain skills to attach.   
 
 
 

The Poetics of Space 
—Catharine Bramkamp 
 
Old house 
Painted with tears 
Stained by wine 
The stairs vibrate at night 
The steps of ghosts, surprises, laughter 
 
A used house bearing deep grooves  
In the attic wood floor 
Dragging this trunk 
That box of photos too heavy 
To lift too heavy 
To stagger down to better light 
So they all remain 
 
Pressing down through the ceiling  
Jumbled – to be sorted later 
When there is time 
 

    
     
      
     

 

mailto:freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com
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What Redwood Writers Means to Our Members 

 
I attended my first Redwood Writers meeting in October 2011. I joined 
that day and met Robbi, who then became my editor. Redwood Writers 
has been the catalyst to getting my memoir published by my deadline in 
December 2012. I’ve since facilitated a retreat, volunteered at a 
conference, signed up to bring snacks for a monthly meeting, chaired and 
emceed the 2014 Anthology Launch at Copperfield's, and I am the chair 
for the annual Hot Summer Nights at Copperfield’s. — Pamela Fender 

 
Since joining Redwood Writers in 2007, I have published articles in “The Redwood Writer” newsletter and 
poems in most of the anthologies. I have held many positions, on and off the RW Board. I gained valuable 
friendships, professional contacts, and pertinent knowledge. I also received a few accolades for my extensive 
service to Redwood Writers.  For the most part, it has been a good experience. — Juanita J. Martin 
 
I have been a member of Redwood Writers since 2008, and it was one of the best decisions I ever made. The 
networking exposed me to writers of many persuasions, and their encouragement helped me gain confidence 
in myself as a serious writer. The speakers and conferences further informed me of the many aspects of 
publication. Happily, my writing has been published in the annual anthologies, and in 2010 I placed second 
in a short story contest sponsored by the branch. Just last month I published my first novel, Trains to 
Concordia. It is no surprise that Redwood Writers is the largest of the CWC chapters.  — Marilyn 
Campbell 
 
For a newcomer, Redwood Writers may appear as a safe haven for wannabe writers looking for 
inspiration. But instead, it shines with talented scions of a well-established group of California authors who 
always produce and always publish. Most importantly, Redwood Writers networks with other great writers 
and poets across the nation. This welcoming habitat for visitors and members alike places it 
rightfully among the most prominent in the California Writers Club and across the nation. — Mary 
DeShazo 
 
In the six or more years I have been a member, Redwood Writers has encouraged me in so many ways. The 
biggest way the club has helped me is to give me the courage to self-publish and market my books, and the 
network to find the help I needed to get it done.  Many thanks.  — Lilith Rogers 
 
Being a member of Redwood Writers makes me feel part of a community. Although I rarely can make it to 
the monthly meeting, the newsletter keeps me in touch 
with everything that is going on (and there are always 
so many interesting events and initiatives). Thanks to 
RW, I have done my first public readings and I have 
had the enriching experience of working with editors to 
make pieces I wrote ready for publication. In this 
regard, I would like to thank Amber Lea Starfire for her 
3-part article "The Journey Anthology from Start to 
Finish." I assumed that the process of bringing the 
anthology to publication was intense. Now I know just 
how much, making me even more grateful to everybody 
who played a role in it. — Simona Carini 

WHAT I AM READING 
Due to the grief here about shootings, wars, 
and lost teenagers, I turn to Haiku to simplify 
my life—to be precise, a mini book, The 
Pocket Haiku, translated by Sam Hamill. 
Being a first generation American and a 
viewer of this vibrant nation, I need to pause, 
contemplate a leaf, see how willingly it joins 
the tree, how the roots hold it all together: 
enlightening. — Mary DeShazo 
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Sonoma Author Spotlight 
By Thonie Hevron 

 
Last year’s Copperfield's/Redwood Writers Book Club has evolved into a 

different type of event—an author’s evening to meet with the public to discuss 
their work. It's fitting to change the name to “Sonoma Author Spotlight.” 
Copperfield's Books and Redwood Writers co-sponsor this program, and we 
are grateful for Copperfield’s interest in continuing this event. 

Coming in January 2016, the Sonoma Author Spotlight will be held at the 
Montgomery Village Copperfield’s Bookstore, 6-8 p.m. on the last Tuesday of 
each month, from January through June. We're looking for already published 
(or very soon-to-be) member-authored print fiction books with broad appeal 
for the adult or YA audience. The selection committee will judge books on 
such points as plot, characterization, pace, style, emotional impact (this one 
applies to light, humorous books just as much as more dramatic works), 
grammar, and design. 

We already have three submissions from last year but want to increase our 
pool of candidates. If you have a book you'd like us to consider, bring it to the September Redwood Writers 
general meeting and give it to me or my co-chair, Billie Payton-Settles. Submissions must be received by 
Sept. 15th.  

Inside your book, please enclose your name and contact information, book title, genre, and year 
published. If you can’t make the meeting, contact 
me, Thonie Hevron, at badgec65@gmail.com or 
Billie Payton-Settles at tutubillie@comcast.net. 
We will make arrangements to get your book. 

The author of the book selected for the month 
must attend the meeting for which his or her book 
is scheduled and do PR for the four weeks leading 
up to the event. 

Jump in. Have fun. Submit your book for the 
Sonoma Author Spotlight! The books will be sold 
at Copperfield's, and authors will get a percentage 
of sales.  

 

WHAT I AM READING 
While I never thought I’d like Science Fiction, 
I’m enthralled with the late Farrell Winter’s novel 
Zohu - A Land Ruled by Women. As a Redwood 
Writers member for years, Farrell and I would 
commiserate the woes of developing our stories. I 
was glad to hear he finished it before his passing 
last fall. His story reverberates with feeling and a 
story line that sucked this reader in. Beautifully 
written!  
amazon.com/Zohu-Ruled-Women-Farrell-
Winter/dp/0991633318   

—Robin Moore 
 

Jeane Slone accepts the Jack London Award 
at the California Writers Club meeting in July. 

mailto:badgec65@gmail.com
mailto:tutubillie@comcast.net
http://www.amazon.com/Zohu-Ruled-Women-Farrell-Winter/dp/0991633318/
http://www.amazon.com/Zohu-Ruled-Women-Farrell-Winter/dp/0991633318/
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Do you keep an author/writer blog? Would you like to invite more readers to visit your blog? We’re trying 
out a new feature in the Redwood Writers newsletter that puts a spotlight on member blogs, but we need 
your help. If you’ve written or read a blog entry that you want to share with other members, send in a 
synopsis or excerpt from the entry to editor@redwoodwriters.org. Blog submissions are not guaranteed. 
Entries do not have to be about writing, but should be a part of an author/writer blog, and written by a 
Redwood Writers member. Please keep submissions around 75 words. 
 

 
 

Simona Carini, author blog: Images of my surroundings captured with my iPhone inspire me. A blooming 
Indian paintbrush, my rose bushes, agile snails, lava flow led me to meditate on the writing life, hate, the 
need to focus my efforts, and impermanence. I publish the resulting short nonfiction pieces on my writing 
blog: simonacarini.com/writings  

 

 

A Sea of Rosies Break the Record 
 
Last year, 776 women dressed up as 

Rosie the Riveter in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan setting the Guinness World 
record. 

History was just made at the Rosie 
the Riveter/WWII Home Front 
National Historical Park in Richmond, 
CA. 1,084 women of all ages broke the 
record and brought the world record to 
where it belongs! Jeane Slone was 
there in her polka-dot bandana 
autographing her book, She Built Ships 
During WW II. 

After the Rosies were counted from 
infant to “originals,” the number was 
announced and the sea of Rosies 
exploded into applause.  

WE CAN DO IT! 
WE DID IT! 

 

mailto:editor@redwoodwriters.org
http://simonacarini.com/writings/
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Thonie Hevron has been awarded third place in the national "first chapter" award for the 
East Texas Writers Guild Book Awards, 2015 for her third book, With Malice Aforethought. 
Estimated book publish date will be Thanksgiving time. — Thonie Hevron 

 
Michelle Wing will read with poets Devereaux Baker and Stephen Kessler 
at the WordTemple Poetry series on Saturday, Sept. 12, from 7-9 p.m. at the Sebastopol 
Center for the Arts, 282 S. High Street in Sebastopol. Free event. For more information, go 
to www.wordtemple.com  and click on the WordTemple Poetry tab. Hosted by Sonoma 
County Poet Laureate Katherine Hastings. — Michelle Wing 
 

My poem, “Validation is the Animal I Am Looking For and It Is Definitely Not an Ox,” was 
a Finalist in Dash Literary Journal’s 2015 Annual Poetry Contest, and was published in their 
Spring 2015 issue. Also, my poem “What Do You Give,” written in response to the murder 
of Madyson Middleton in Santa Cruz, was recently published online as part of Rattle’s 
Poets Respond program: www.rattle.com/poetry/tag/amy-elizabeth-robinson. — Amy 
Elizabeth Robinson 

 
Nick Walden interviewed Laura McHale Holland about the anthology Sisters Born, 
Sisters Found for the Santa Rosa Press Democrat. The article was published in the 
books section of the paper’s Sunday, Aug. 9 edition, and is online at bit.ly/1IoOkwD. 
— Laura McHale Holland 
 

 
I’m pleased to announce that Gordon Warnock of Short Fuse Literary has selected my 
contemporary romance trilogy, “The Dunleavy Legacy,” to launch his new imprint for 
Classic Romance. The first book of this long-awaited trilogy is Done Driftin’, a novel 
that was published on July 22, 2015. It is available in digital form and in paperback at 
tinyurl.com/Done-Driftin. Books 2 and 3 of the trilogy, Done Cryin’ and Never Done 
Dreamin’, will follow soon. — Janis Flores 

 
 
 

POLL: What should we call our Listserv? 
 
What is the Listserv? This is our electronic mailing list that serves as the communication 
hub among Redwood Writers. It’s where we share important events, information, author 
news, and more. We’re looking for a new name that captures that description. Be a part 
of this decision by voting in our poll, located on our website at redwoodwriters.org. 
P.S. If you’re not receiving Listserv emails, subscribe at 
groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/redwoodbranchmembers/info   
 

http://www.wordtemple.com/
http://www.rattle.com/poetry/tag/amy-elizabeth-robinson/
http://bit.ly/1IoOkwD
http://tinyurl.com/Done-Driftin
http://redwoodwriters.org/
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/redwoodbranchmembers/info
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Library Open Mic 
Saturday, Oct. 3, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

 

 
Open Lib Mic Readers Rock! 

 
Not Only Books in the Library! 

 
There are also some pretty talented readers 
entertaining us with their fabulous work at the 
every-other-month library open mic. The next 
one will next take place Saturday, Oct. 3, 10 
a.m. – 12 p.m.  at the central library's forum 
room. Jean Wong emcees with the optional 
theme of “Fidelity.” RW members and the 
public are welcome to share their five minute 
readings. Sign up at 
rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org. 
 

Anthology Launch Party 
Sunday, Sept. 27, 2 – 5 p.m. 

 

 
 
Join fellow members for an afternoon of 
readings and refreshments to celebrate the 
launch of the 10th Redwood Writers 
Anthology, Journeys. The celebration takes 
place in the lovely garden of Harry and Linda 
Reid. This is a potluck, so please bring a dish 
to share.  
RSVP to LindaLReid@gmail.com. Directions 
will be emailed upon your RSVP. 
This is a free event. Book will be available for 
$12 donation.  
See the flyer at the end of this newsletter. 
 
 
 

Sonoma County poets will read from the new 
Digging Our Poetic Roots anthology at the 
book launch in Cloverdale on Wednesday, 
Sept. 16, 7 – 9 p.m., at the Cloverdale 
Performing Arts Center, 209 N. Cloverdale 
Boulevard in Cloverdale. Free event. Books 
will be on sale. Hosted by Michelle Wing and 
anthology editor Katherine Hastings, our 
Sonoma County Poet Laureate. For more 
information, go to www.wordtemple.com  and 
click on the WordTemple Poetry tab.  

 

mailto:rwlibrary@redwoodwriters.org
mailto:LindaLReid@gmail.com
http://www.wordtemple.com/
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Redwood Writers Open Mic Readings 
 

Featured Readers:  Sabrina Rawson & Suzanne Sherman  
Brought to you by Dmitri Morningstar.  

 
  Join us for camaraderie and a light meal, or a cookie & tea. 
Please support Gaia’s Garden with a purchase. Open Mic is 
limited to five minutes for each person to read, no exceptions. 
Please practice reading your piece prior to coming to the Open 
Mic. 
This event is organized by Redwood Writers Abby Bogomolny, 
Dmitri Morningstar and Robin Moore. 
Early sign up at 1:30. First come, first served. 
Please contact Abby at ever3009@gmail.com or Robin at 
rockridge6532@comcast.net. For details visit our website: 
redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic. 
 

Date:  Saturday, Sept. 26th     
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  
Place: Gaia’s Garden, 1899 
Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 
 

Monday, Sept. 14th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Gaia's Garden, 1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa 

 
Come out and support our authors!  Hear five authors 
read from their books with Q & A from the audience. 
  
For reservations call 544-2491 or info@jeaneslone.com 
 
 

Thursday, Sept. 10, 7 – 9 p.m. Cloverdale 
Performing Arts Center presents Books on 
Stage with poet Roy Mash, author of Buyer’s 
Remorse, and short-story writer Molly Giles, 
author of All the Wrong Places and Creek Walk, 
among others. Free. At the Cloverdale 
Performing Arts Center, 209 North Cloverdale 
Blvd., Cloverdale. Hosted by Michelle Wing. 
For more information, go to 
michellewing.com/cpac-books-on-stage  

 

Laura McHale Holland will speak at the Oct. 3, 
2015, Gather the Women meeting. She will tell 
stories, discuss the publication of Sisters Born, 
Sisters Found and read selections from the book. 
Also reading: Brenda Bellinger, Jan Boddie, Ana 
Manwaring and Marie Millard. Panel discussion 
and small group meetings will follow. Rohnert 
Park, Senior Center, 6800 Hunter Drive, 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. Registration required; contact Donna at 
gtwnorthbay@comcast.net or (707) 235-6563.  
 

mailto:ever3009@gmail.com
mailto:rockridge6532@comcast.net
http://redwoodwriters.org/events/openmic
mailto:info@jeaneslone.com
http://michellewing.com/cpac-books-on-stage/
mailto:gtwnorthbay@comcast.net
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Join us to chat about your writing life, listen to others, and share resources and ideas. We meet in the 
Empire Room at the Flamingo Hotel every month at 1:00 p.m. before the general meeting. Cost is $5 for 
members and $10 for non-members, and includes admission into the general meeting. The goal of these 
meetings is to further our craft. Topics include:  

 

• Process - more time, organization, methods, rejection 
• Publishing - traditional, e-publishing, self-publishing 
• Research - web, magazines, books, personal contacts  
• Genre - memoir, non-fiction, mystery, romance, science fiction and whatever you can suggest 
• Critique groups - this is the place to come if you are interested in forming or participating in 

new or existing groups. 

Facilitator Chair: Deborah Taylor-French writes a monthly column for The Sonoma 
County Gazette. She has published in The North Bay Business Journal, Changing Hurt to 
Hope 2011, and video scripts for Sonoma County Regional Parks. Her memoirs appear 
in five Redwood Writers' Vintage Voices. Deborah blogs about animal welfare and 
advocates for dog adoption at www.dogleadermysteries.com. Deborah Taylor-French 
may be contacted at dtfwriter@gmail.com. For time-sensitive issues, Deborah prefers 
you contact her by Google Voice: (707) 536-1049. 

 
 

 

 

The Redwood Writer now accepts ads for the newsletter. Business card size (2 by 3 ½) ads cost 
$25 and double size (4 x 7) ads cost $50. All ads must be camera ready and submitted as a jpeg or tif. 
No formatting assistance will be provided. All ads must be of interest to writers and related to writing. 
The Redwood Writer does not accept political ads, religious ads, or any other ads that are not writing-
related.   

If you would like to place an ad, please submit both ad and payment via this online form: 
redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer. You can read the complete ad guidelines at the 
same link.   

Any ads not of interest to writers or writing-related will be rejected and your money returned. Ads 
are placed on a first come, first served basis only. Any ads submitted after the 15th of the month will 
be saved for the next newsletter. 

 

Ordering merchandise online? Remember to go through our website www.redwoodwriters.org to order 
with many major merchants such as Amazon, Macy's, Apple, Expedia, Crate & Barrel, Toys R Us, and 
other stores. Shopping in the eScrip program does not cost you, the customer, anything. Once you are 
signed up, and you shop at any of the merchants that are in the eScrip Program, the donation to 
Redwood Writers will be automatic.  
These merchants have agreed to donate to help non-profits. The money is waiting for us to claim! You 
don't have to be a registered eScrip user, and Redwood Writers gets 1% to 16% of your order from 
1,000 name brand merchants with no additional cost to you.  
Go to www.redwoodwriters.org and click the eScrip button on the left side of the page and follow the 
instructions! 

http://www.dogleadermysteries.com/
mailto:dtfwriter@gmail.com
http://redwoodwriters.org/advertising-in-redwood-writer
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
http://www.redwoodwriters.org/
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EDITOR’S CORNER  
By Crissi Langwell 

 

Dear Redwood Writers, 
 It’s kind of strange to put together a newsletter 

with my photo smack dab on the very front page. 
What’s even stranger is to know that in just a few 
short weeks, I’ll be standing up in front of the club 
as the featured speaker. For those of you who read 
the newsletter all the way to this point, I’m going 
to let you in on a little secret. I’m terrified of 
public speaking.  

When I first started working at my current 
daytime job, I had to attend weekly meetings 
where we all brainstormed ideas. Most of the time 
I would just listen. But occasionally, I’d have an 
idea so big inside of me that I had to let it out. My 
ears would burn up, my tongue would become 
cotton, and I knew my face was red. But still, I 
knew that I’d regret not sharing what I knew with 
the rest of the group. Of course, there were only a 
handful of people in those meetings. The 
Redwood Writers general meeting has more like 
100+/- people. So why would I subject myself to 
something so terrifying? Because I know I’ll 
regret not sharing what I know with everyone else.  

We writers are a funny bunch. We’re so 
adamant about getting our thoughts out through 
our writing. But when it comes to speaking them 
aloud, many of us seem at a loss for words. Like 
other writers, my words work best when I’m in 
front of a computer or have a pen in hand. But 
speaking? It’s like my dorky, 13-year-old self 
takes over. I’m completely aware of every wrong 
word that comes out of my mouth, how there’s no 
place to hide my hands, how I’m standing 
completely wrong, not talking loud enough, and 
fumbling over my cotton tongue.  

But you know what? There are two big reasons 
why I’m determined to still go up there. One, I 
will be facing an audience of friends. It’s 
comforting to know that there are so many 
familiar and friendly faces that will be looking 
back at me while I speak. And two, I know I’m 
not alone in my fear of public speaking. We’re in 
this together. And if I survive talking to all of you, 
you can survive putting yourself out there, too. 
And know what? I’ll be in your audience, 
cheering you on as a friend.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Redwood Writer 
P.O. Box 4687 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
 

The deadline for newsletter content is the 15th of 
each month. Please email submissions to Crissi 
Langwell at editor@redwoodwriters.org. 
The deadline for poetry is the 10th of each month. 
Please email poetry submissions to Juanita Martin at 
freelance@jmartinpoetwriter.com. 
 

Submission Guidelines 
 
Breaking News is for members to share writing-
related accomplishments only. Please write your 
news in first person in 75 words or less. All pieces 
over this limit will be edited down. Please include a 
picture.  
Article submissions should be around 500 words, but 
we are flexible. Please check your spelling and 
grammar prior to submission.  
Announcements for the newsletter must be writing-
related. Please note we no longer publish members’ 
private fee-based events. We also do not have the 
room to publish announcements for members’ 
parties. Please include your picture and details about 
your writing class or event.  

Redwood Writers  
General Membership Meetings 

General membership meetings are held the second 
Sunday of each month from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Flamingo Hotel, 2777 4th Street, Santa Rosa, CA. 
Registration starts at 2 p.m.  
Redwood Writers is a branch of the California 
Writers Club.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chief Editor: Crissi Langwell  
Acquisitions Editor: Juanita Martin   
Spotlight Editor: Robert Digitale  
Copyeditor:  Marie Millard   
Copyeditor:          Belinda Riehl   
Copyeditor:           Elspeth Benton  
Copyeditor:           Teresa Hennessy 
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Anthology Garden Party!  

Let’s celebrate the launch of Redwood Writers 

10th Anthology! 

Journeys: On the Road and Off the Map 
 

Join fellow members for an 

afternoon in Harry and Linda 

Reid’s lovely garden.  

September 27, Sunday – 2 to 5 pm 

 

  Congratulations to Editor, Amber Lea Starfire and her 

assistants, Helen Sedwick and Kate Farrell.  

Thank you for a lovely book to honor our 10th year. 

  

     Potluck…. 
     Bring your favorite dish to share.  
     Wine, beer and tea provided. 

 

RSVP to  

     LindaLReid@gmail.com 

 
This is a free event. Book will be available for $12 donation. 
Directions will be emailed upon your RSVP. 
 

mailto:LindaLReid@gmail.com








 

REDWOOD WRITERS       
NEW MEMBER MEETING 

Shy? Confused? Intimidated? Curious?  

This meeting is to orient new member. BUT, any member who might have questions 
about how to best use the many services that Redwood Writers offers is welcome. 

Our agenda will be to have fun, enjoy wine and food while we discuss opportunities to 
submit work to the Redwood anthologies and contests, how to participate in the Open 
Mic events and Salon, and how to manage communication with other members on the 
Yahoo listserv email system.  

The New Member meetings will be held 5pm to 7pm in a private home on the 
Wednesdays listed below: 

 

September 16, 2015 
November 18, 2015 
January 20, 2016 
March 16, 2016 
May 18, 2016 

August 17, 2016 
November 16, 2016 

 

How to sign up?  
A month before the event, an email notice will be sent to remind you of the date. At 
that time, RSVP by replying to the email and you are on the list. The host’s address 

will be emailed to you when you reply. 

                                                    
                                               Hope to see you there!  
         

Linda L Reid lindalreid100@gmail.com 
   Sandy Baker sandybaker131@gmail.com   

      Jan Rowley RedwoodWritersMembershipChair@yahoo.com 

mailto:lindalreid100@gmail.com
mailto:sandybaker131@gmail.com
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