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From the Membership Chair: 
 
I am in the process of creating a hard copy of 
our membership roster.  I have been confirming 
the information of mailing address, phone, 
email, website, blogs, as well as genres.  This 
requires individualized emails and is time 
consuming.  I am a little more than halfway 
done  Hopefully by our February meeting there 
will be final rosters ready to distribute.  The 
preliminary roster that was handed out to some 
members at the December meeting had not 
been authorized for printing and contains many 
errors in it.  Please recycle it if you received 
one. 

. -Thank you, Linda McCabe

 
Attendees at the last Redwood Salon 

 
Many Thanks to our wonderful hosts, Sandy and 
Bert, and to Ana for making sure the Salons happen.
 

In January of 2010, Redwood Writers will 
continue its tradition of offering revision/editing 
workshops to our members and the community. 
The workshops will be on three consecutive 
Saturday mornings at the Petaluma Senior Center 
and will begin promptly at 10:00. Please come 
early! 
 

This year we have another terrific line up. 
 

 The first session on January 23 is called 
“Write Tight(ly)” and will come in two parts, just 
like the other two workshops in the series. If you 
have been writing very long, I’m sure you’ve heard 
reference to tight writing—Tighten it up!  It’s pretty 
tight. It needs some tightening. But what is tight 
writing?  Jeanne Miller will tell you all about it in 
the first sessions, but just to give you a few clues: 
It’s using one precise word that will replace six. It’s 
getting to the point without extraneous side-steps 
in your story. And after Jeanne’s presentation, 
Jean Hegland will lead us in some exercises that 
will help us to Write Tight! 
 
 The second workshop will be on January 
30 and is called “Create Tension.” Without 
tension, there is very little story. First up for this 
date is Ransom Stephens who will tell us what 
tension is, what kinds are best, and how to create 
it. Then Stefanie Freele will give us some 
exercises in creating tension so that you can 
better use it in your own writing. 
 
 The last workshop in the series is on 
February 6 and is called “End it Right!” Ana 
Manwaring will give us some examples of story 
endings and help us see that it’s important to end 
the story in the right place—not too soon and not 
too late. Then Becca Lawton will have us do 
some exercises in how to end our stories. 
 
 I’m looking forward to seeing many of you 
there.  
 

-- Karen  Batchelor
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writers helping writers 

Happy 2010!                                  
 
I was thinking about words. What three words does 
Redwood Writers conjure up?  How about friendship, 
knowledge and inspiration? No wait. How about motivation 
and adventure? Well, it certainly was an adventure for me 
when I accepted Presidency of this large hotbed of writers. 
Launching our first Writers Conference in October was 
definitely an adrenaline rush. Every membership meeting 
is motivational, and yes, that other loftier word, inspirational.  
 

So what’s in store for 2010? 
We’ll maintain important 
programs like the Revision 
Workshops coming up in 
January and February, and 
there will be four (count ‘em!) 
writing contests. Our monthly 
speakers are already lined up 
for the year, and everyone is in 
for a treat as leading industry 
writers, agents, and publishers 
teach us the dos and don’ts of 
success. We have now 
published four books and four 
anthologies. Members will again 
have an opportunity to be 

published in one of these formats. 
Going into 2010, we’ll put on our second Writers Conference (Oct 29/30). 

There is a plan to offer A Day with an Agent and a Screen Writing Class. Also, 
we are developing another venue for members to read their work in public. Of 
course, the very popular Salon and Odd Month Readings will continue. 

Our presence was huge in 2009’s Sonoma County Book Festival and will be 
even more so for 2010, when we establish the Redwood Writers Village.  

Volunteer hours are the secret ingredient. Together we are making the 
difference, assuring that Redwood Writers will be here to provide a friendly, 
encouraging, and educational environment for writers.    

Our membership is growing as the word goes out across the land that our 
club is the “go to” place for writers. In December we claimed 143 members. We 
are a mighty Team. Three powerful words come to mind: innovational, 
productive, and creative.  

Happy New Year!  
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Upcoming Events 
 

January 10 -  Redwood Writers   3-5 PM at Copperfield's Books 2316 Montgomery Dr, Santa Rosa, CA - (707) 
578-8938  
We ask for a small fee of $3 from members and $5 from non-members to cover the costs of speaker fees and light 
refreshments.  

Our speaker will be Sheldon Siegel. A native of Chicago, Sheldon Siegel earned his 
undergraduate degree from the University of Illinois in 1976 and graduated from the 
Boalt Hall School of Law at the University of California at Berkeley in 1983. He has 
been in private practice in San Francisco for over twenty years and specializes in 
corporate and securities law with the firm of Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP. 
Judgment Day is the sixth novel in his series of critically acclaimed, best-selling 
courtroom dramas featuring San Francisco criminal defense attorneys Mike Daley and 
Rosie Fernandez. His books have sold millions of copies worldwide and have been 
translated into eight languages 

 

~*~ 
Saturday, January 9, 2010  2-4 PM  

THEME FOR THE MONTH: 
NEW BEGINNINGS 

 
Rincon Valley Library 6959 Montecito Blvd., Santa Rosa (707) 537-
0289   www.sonoma.lib.ca.us/branches/Rincon.html 

 
Redwood Writer, Jeane Slone, will emcee this afternoon of literary delights from Sonoma County authors 
Don’t miss this opportunity to read your work in public! Sign Up by emailing info@jeaneslone.com or 
omr@redwoodwriters.org 
 

~*~ 
February 17 - Attend the Redwood Salon, our Redwood Writers hosted literary salon. Meet 

members and other writers in a social setting. Your guests are invited but all attendees must 
RSVP to learn the location and sign up to read. The Redwood Salon offers a relaxed 
atmosphere to practice for your book signings, hear other writers read from their work, 
connect with your peers, and sign-up to be informed of openings in writing groups. To 

learn the location or reserve your reading slot at our next Redwood Salon, email 
programs@redwoodwri ters.org. It's free. Food and libation included! 

~*~ 

February 21 - Redwood Writers Meeting 3-5 PM at Copperfield's Books 2316 Montgomery Dr, Santa 
Rosa, CA - (707) 578-8938  We ask for a small fee of $3 from members and $5 from non-members to cover 
the costs of speaker fees and light refreshments.   
 
 Our speaker will be Joe Quirk. In high school, he was known for four things: getting detention for being a 

smart-ass, getting A’s in biology, being horny, and having a name like Quirk. He 
decided to combine these four talents in his second book, which has something to 
do with sperm. Now he gets paid to be a smart-ass biologist, and nobody gives him 
a wedgie. 

Joe Quirk is launching a campaign to get the science of relationships out of the 
science aisle and into the relationships aisle of the bookstore. He lectures about the 
biology of relationships to anyone who can’t give him detention. In some 
photographs it looks like he has a sperm burrowing into his head. 

Quirk is also a best-selling novelist. He is the author of The Ultimate Rush, an action 
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thriller about rollerblading. He just finished his second novel, Exult, about hang gliders who live out the 
Icarus myth. 

Ever prolific, Joe also completed his second smart-ass science book, Tools Are From Men, Talk Is From 
Women; Why Your Partner’s Brain is Weird. 

 ~*~ 

January 23rd – Donald Maass (All Day Workshop) The Silicon Valley, Sacramento Valley Rose, Black 
Diamond and Monterey Chapters of RWA® present:  Donald Maas 
THE FIRE IN FICTION – passion, purpose and techniques to make your novel great.  
Advanced registration only. NO PAYMENTS ACCEPTED AT THE DOOR. NO WALK-INS.  
When: Saturday, January 23, 2010, 8:30 a.m. ~ 6:30 p.m. (Sign-in begins at 9:00 am, but breakfast will be 
available starting at 8:30.) 
Where: Sunnyvale Sheraton Hotel, 1100 North Mathilda Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA 94089 (if you’d like to stay 
at the hotel, see group rate and instructions below, or click on hotel) 
Cost for members*: $100 
Cost for non-members: $150 (registration begins November 1st for non-members) 
* must be a member of Silicon Valley, Sacramento Valley Rose, Black Diamond, or Monterey chapters of 
the Romance Writers of America® 
How to register and pay: Fill out the registration form. Then pay by PayPal or check (see payment options 
under the registration form). Registration ends on January 5th, 2010 at 11:59pm PST. Cancellations must 
be made before January 5th. 
About the workshop: In this intensive 8 hour-workshop, New York literary agent Don Maass reveals the 
techniques of master novelists.  
• How do powerful storytellers consistently make their protagonists, plots and passion irresistible? 
• How do the worlds of their stories become places you hate to leave? 
• How do they compel you to read EVERY word? 
This hands-on workshop teaches you how to apply master techniques to your fiction. Through lively 
discussion and structured writing exercises on your work-in-progress, you’ll learn to identify and harness 
your passions, tap into your emotions and personal experiences, all while best serving your story and your 
reader. 
– Based on Mr. Maass’s latest book THE FIRE IN FICTION from Writers Digest Books (May 2009). 
Attendees should bring a WIP, writing instruments and a lot of energy.  
Conference Fee includes: 
• 8-Hour Workshop by Donald Maass 
• Continental Breakfast w/coffee 
• Buffet Lunch 
• Afternoon coffee and snacks 
• PLUS…attendees will be given a special opportunity to submit the first 50 pages of their manuscript to the 
Maass Agency. 

http://www.svrwa.com/meetings/future-meetings#jan10 

~*~ 
February 6, 5:30-8:00 pm Stefanie Freele at Barking Dog Roasters 18133 Hwy 12, Boyes 

Springs, (across from Sonoma Mission Inn)  tStefanie Freele will read from her latest  
 book, a collection of  short  stories called, Feeding Strays. There will light refreshments 
and a book signing.   There will be an open  mike session.   Bring 1-2 poems or  songs 

each. Reading or singing will occur as time permits.  ThisThis event is part of the 
 UniverSoul Open Mike Series,  created and hosted by  Juanita J. Martin, poet/freelance 
writer,  Sonoma County Library Slam Champion, and member of   Redwood Writers. Contact (707) 435-1807 
for info.  
Note: Parking is limited. Please arrive prior to 5:30 pm. For this event, performers will need to sign in.  

This event is free, but consider giving a  $5.00 donation to the host to offset costs incurred. 
 

writers helping writers 
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Member News 
Tom Mariani has been immortalized on YouTube!  www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlnLnRA_kXw  You 
can view the video either by going to YouTube or checking it out on the Redwood Writers Announcement 
page http://www.redwoodwriters.org/announcements.html 

 

Classes and Workshops Offered by Our Members! 
Jumpstart Writing  
Marlene Cullen leads a series of writing workshops using inspirational prompts to develop writing. 
 
The Tuesday morning workshops start January 5 and run through January 26 at the Petaluma Community 
Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. Cost:  $60 for Petaluma residents 
 
Using sparks as prompts for a jumping-off point to encourage and inspire writing, which can lead to 
important self-discoveries, and can develop into novels, memoirs, poems, or short stories. Bring a notebook 
and fast moving 
pen. Call 778-4380 (Petaluma Community Center) or visit www.thewritespot.us for more information. 
 
Register online:   http://activenet6.active.com/petalumarec/  
Register in person: Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd. 
 
Quick Start Writing Workshops by Pat Tyler 
Rohnert Park Community Center - Thursday mornings  - Sept to June - 9:30 to 11:30 - A fun, safe place to 
get that story started. 
 
Bring your pen, notebook, ready smile and passion for listening. 
 
EDITING WITH PUBLICATION IN MIND by appointment  
For more information: www.writetoday.net - pat.tyler@att.net - 707-696-9640 

 
Wisdom Has A Voice: Daughters Remember Mothers  3- Hour Memoir Workshop about 
Mothers 

Saturday, January 23, 2010  * 9:00 am – Noon   The Sitting Room 170 East Cotati Ave., Cotati 
Cost $35.00 * Limited to 12 participants (women only) 
Gather your thoughts about mother into memories and memoir into truth 
Discover the hidden legacies of daughter-mother wisdom 
Leave with a keepsake memoir of your mother 

Workshop Leaders: 
Kate Farrell—Author, Educator, Storyteller and Officer, CWC-Redwood Writers 
Lynn Henriksen—Author, Workshop Leader, Memoirist and President, Women’s National Book 
Association-San Francisco Chapter, Member CWC-Marin 
 
To reserve your place, contact the workshop leaders: 
Email:  Lynn@wisdomhasavoice.com  Phone:  Kate Farrell, (707) 577-8912, Santa Rosa 

~*~ 
Creative Writing Class with Ana Manwaring - Napa Valley College, Upper Valley Campus 1088 
College Ave., St. Helena 707-967-2900  Next session: January 21 - May 27, 2010 

PenGrove Revision Workshops (opening available) On-going facilitated revision groups for long fiction on 
Monday morning. 

The Second Step Workshops (8 week sessions) Sundays in Penngrove 4:00-6:00 pm  
writers helping writers 
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The Craft of Writing: 
A Series of Revision Workshops 

 
Presented by the Redwood Branch of the California Writers Club 
"writers helping writers" 
 

All workshops held at the Petaluma Senior Center, 211 Novak Drive, Petaluma  
10:00 am to 12:30 pm.  

 
Pre-registration is recommended. http://www.redwoodwriters.org/workshops2010.html for PayPal 
registration or http://www.redwoodwriters.org/editing2010.pdf to print out a registration form 
 
January 23, 2010 - Write Tight(ly) 
10-10:50   Overview: What is tight writing? Why is it important? 
                  How can we achieve this? Examples.   Presenter: Jeanne Miller 
 
11:10-12:30  Write Tight(ly) workshop 
                       Brief review of tight writing and how to achieve it 
                       Workshop/exercises. Presenter: Jean Hegland 
 
January 30, 2010 - Create Tension 
10:00-10:50 Overview: Examples of tension. Why is it important?  
                     How can we achieve tension? Presenter:  Ransom Stephens 
 
11:10-12:30  Create Tension workshop 
                       Brief review of tension and how to create it.                   
                       Workshop/exercises on creating tension. Presenter:  Stefanie Freele 
 
Saturday, February 6, 2010 - End It Right 
10:00-10:50 Overview:  What is the right place to end? Not too soon or too late.  
                    Why is this important? Examples of endings. Presenter:  Ana Manwaring 
 
11:10-12:30  End It Right workshop 
                      Brief review of right places/ways to end a story. 
                      Workshop/exercises on ending a story.  Presenter:  Becca Lawton 
 

Member Price: $22/workshop or $60/all  Nonmember Price: $25/workshop or $70/all 

 
The first 10 people to sign up for the complete series will receive a free editing consultation – five 
double-spaced pages. 
 
The first 40 people to sign up for the complete series will also receive a copy of Make a Scene by 
Jordan Rosenfeld. 
 
Thank you to many of our local donors for their support of Sonoma County’s literary arts. 
Redwood Writers, a branch of the California Writers Club, is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Donations for our workshop series are gratefully accepted at http://www.redwoodwriters.org/ - just scroll 
down and click on the ‘Donate’ button. 
 
 
 

writers helping writers 
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Vintage Voices Anthology 2010 
 

Get ready:  Write your story, essay, or memoir of no more than 2,000  
                    words or poem of one page maximum. One per person, so send your best work. 
Get Set: Send the piece through your critique group. Re-write. Edit.  
               Please do not send a first draft. 
Submit:  Send your submission via e-mail as an attached file, January-February. 
   Volunteer Screener: TBA 
   Questions: Email Karen Batchelor, klbatchelor@sbcglobal.net 
Deadline:  March 1st—12:00 noon.  

Details 
Formatting:  Please follow these guidelines carefully. If your manuscript does not follow these 
guidelines, it will be returned to you. You may re-submit it, if you can make the changes before the 
deadline. 
 

• Format as a single document in Word or rtf 
• Use Times New Roman 
• Use 12-point font 
• Justify margins 
• Leave only ONE SPACE after ALL punctuation, including periods at the end of one 

sentence and the beginning of the next. This is very important. 
• When you reach the end of a line, continue typing. Do not use the Enter Key. This is 

also very important. 
• When you reach the end of a paragraph, ALWAYS use the Enter Key and then the 

Tab Key to format a new paragraph. This is critical. 
• Proof read, copy edit the entire MS 
• If needed, use the services of a copy editor 

Something New 
This year our anthology will be CO-published by UP (Unlimited Publishing) and Redwood 
Writers. When we submit the perfect manuscript to UP, we must also submit a marketing plan. If 
your piece is selected for inclusion in the anthology, we ask you to make a marketing commitment 
as contributor. 

 
• Purchase at least five copies at $12.00. You may re-sell them if you wish. 
• Feature Vintage Voices on your websites, blogs and social networking sites, with links 

to purchase the book 
• Participate and perhaps set up and/or host readings and other events 
• Attend a marketing seminar for Vintage Voices activities 

More News, More Details 
 Because UP is a royalty publisher, unlike iUniverse, UP and Redwood will hold exclusive 
rights to your work for a one year option. After that rights may revert to you.  
 
 If you submit previously published work, you must show that you own the copyright or, if 
not, you must submit written permission from the publisher to reprint. 

Good luck and happy writing!  
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Redwood Branch—California Writers Club & Unlimited Publishing, LLC 
Co-Publishing Program, 2009-2010 

 
An Innovative Market-Driven Model using Print-on-Demand Technology  

at NO cost to Authors or Branch 
 

Call for Submissions 
Open to Redwood Branch current members with qualifying manuscripts. Only ONE manuscript will be 
selected for publication. A Marketing Plan must be submitted with the manuscript. 
 
Manuscript Guidelines: 
• 50,000 words max, primarily text (Minimum 40,000 words) 
• Edited, proofread according to professional MS standards  
• Submitted as a single file in Word or RTF  
• Formatted in a simple and consistent manner per Chicago style manual  
• Written for adult mainstream market  
• Short non-fiction book preferred  
• Other genres considered with a clearly identified market: fiction, humor, memoir  
• Disqualifying MSS: screenplays, science fiction, poetry, photo, illustrated, spiritual/religious, cookbooks 

 
Marketing Plan Requirements: 
• Dedicated website or free blog for the book and/or author with online purchasing 
• Monthly live events at locations other than bookstores, some co-sponsored by branch  
• Online presence: Online reviews, social networking, use of Google news alerts  
• Commitment to spend a few hours each week, month after month  
• Targeted market with related non-profits 
 

Email your MS and Marketing Plan as attached files to: Branch Coordinator, Kate Farrell  
Or e-mail Kate if you have questions: catharine.farrell@comcast.net 

Submission period: January 1—February 28, 2010  
Absolute final deadline: March 1, 2010 

 
For more information on this project and to read about previously co-published authors and their 
books, please visit: http://www.redwoodwriters.org/publishingauthors.html 
 
Royalties: 
Authors are paid royalties of 10% of cover price from all retail sales; local branches are vested 5%. Authors 
and branches may also order privately at a 50% discount for personal use or re-sale at live events, Web 
sites, direct mail, etc. retaining all profits. 
 

~*~ 
 

PULSE, an online literary journal, has been re-vamped and is now up. The journal's online 
presence (since 1996) was interrupted when a Japanese company bought our domain provider 
and translated everything into Japanese! It took us awhile, but we secured another domain and 
built the page back up from scratch. 
 
Carol Willette Bachofner (poetry editor) and Liz Pinto (fiction editor) encourage CWC members 
to submit their work for publication.  
http://www.heartsoundspressliterary.com 
 

writers helping writers 
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Sebastopol Center for the Arts Presents  Writer’s Sampler XXll 
Lively, homework-free workshops for writers. 7-9 pm @ SCA, 6780 Depot Street in Sebastopol 

Fees: $15 per class; $50 for all 4  Call 829-4797 for details 
The Writer’s Sampler XXII is supported by Poets & Writers, Inc. through a grant it has received from The James Irvine 
Foundation.  

 

2/15: Susan Bono – The Crack in the Bell: The Role of Imperfection in Memoir & Personal 
Essay  
Ever wish life would imitate art? This workshop is intended to dispel that desire forever, especially in 
personal narrative! Memoir is all about imperfection, from choice of subject matter to the way we portray 
ourselves as narrators. Spend an evening celebrating our flaws and putting them to good use in our writing.  
Susan Bono is a freelance editor and writing instructor who edits and publishes the hard copy edition of 
Tiny Lights: A Journal of Personal Narrative and its online counterpart, www.tiny-lights.com. Her essays 
have appeared in anthologies, newspapers, magazines, the radio and the internet. Recent appearances: 
Redwood Writers Conference, Women on Writing Conference, Mendocino Writers Conference, Sonoma 
County March Writers Nights, the 5th Annual Pt. Reyes Writing Retreat.  
 
2/22: Gwynn O’Gara – Opposites and Oxymorons: Writing with Tension and Surprise  
Opposites attract for a reason. Switching perspective brings depth to poems and prose. Learn how using 
incongruous, seemingly self-contradictory sounds and images can tighten our writing. By exploring and 
mapping the territory between extremes, we’ll discover the bittersweet edge of the unforeseen.  
Sonoma County Poet Laureate Gwynn O'Gara is the author of three collections, Snake Woman Poems, 
Fixer-Upper, and Winter at Green Haven published by Word Temple Press. A poet-teacher with California 
Poets in the Schools for twenty years, Gwynn revels in helping students of all ages celebrate poetry in their 
own lives.  
 
3/1: Andrew Todhunter – Should it Stay or Should it Go: Compression Editing in Fiction and 
Nonfiction Prose  
"Almost invariably, we overwrite,” says author, Andrew Todhunter. “To make a point, we instinctively think 
that communicating more is communicating better. We want our readers to get it, so we lay it on, with too 
many modifiers, and redundancies. Even heavily revised manuscripts will often benefit from a massive 
reduction of existing text.” Todhunter refers to this approach as compression editing. “I like the image of 
compression more than cutting. You’re probing and carefully removing unnecessary elements to make the 
work tighter. With this comes strength and clarity.” In this interactive two-hour workshop, combining lecture, 
discussion and group exercises, Todhunter will lead participants in the close study and editing of published 
and unpublished texts to learn how and why compression editing works to radically improve writing in any 
genre  
Andrew Todhunter has been teaching writing to groups and individuals for more than fifteen years, including 
workshops in Paris, SF and the Mendocino Coast Writers Conference. Since 1987, Todhunter has 
contributed articles and essays to the Atlantic Monthly, National Geographic, Smithsonian and Men’s 
Journal, among other national publications. Todhunter’s latest book, A Meal Observed, won the PEN USA 
Literary Award for Creative Nonfiction in 2005. (www.andrewtodhunter.com)  
 

3/8: Jonah Raskin – Writing Dangerously  
Writing ought to take the writer to places he or she has never been. It is essential to discover things in the 
process of writing, and to write against one's own inclinations, to take risks. Do it differently, I tell myself, 
and pay special attention to the rhythm of the sentences.. In this workshop I will talk about the ways that I 
write and give examples from my own writing. And I will ask participants to do writing of their own.  
Jonah Raskin, an ex-New Yorker, has lived in California since 1976. A graduate of Columbia College, he 
has a Ph.D. in English literature and taught at the State University of New York, Stony Brook, and at 
Sonoma State University where he became a professor of communication studies in 1989. He teaches 
media law, marketing, and memoir, and is the author of 14 books, and numerous poetry chapbooks. His 
most recent book is "Field Days: A Year of Farming, Eating and Drinking Wine in California." Jonah has 
lived in Cotati, and Sebastopol, and currently makes his home in Santa Rosa. 
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WRITE WITH ADAIR LARA 
 

Petaluma Community Center, 320 No. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma 
 

Saturday and Sunday, April 3 and 4, 2010 
Workshop: 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Tea and Muffins: 9:30 am to 10 am  
Price: $195 – lunch and snacks are included in the price 

To register: mcullen@comcast.net or Marlene 707-762-6279 
 
The idea that we each have a distinct and compelling story to tell is the essence of memoir.  Readers are 
hungry for accounts of triumph over personal crisis. How did you survive what happened, and what did you 
learn from it? In this workshop you’ll identify the tale you have to tell and how to tell it.   You’ll also learn to 
think in terms of pivotal events, which become the scenes, how and when to let the background come in. 
We will learn to pay homage to the details.   
 
Adair can help you outline the arc of your story (as opposed to just writing down everything that happened 
in the order it happened), show you how and when to write scene and when to use narration, what to put in, 
what to leave out, what to move around.  

We’ll talk about the reflective voice—where you step back in some places and comment on what happened. 
We’ll cover the difference between fact (what happened) and truth (what you think about what happened). 
We’ll talk about agents, sample chapters, and publishing. 

Whether you're just beginning, or have already published, you will enjoy this time with the author of best-
selling books such as Hold Me Close, Let Me Go, and The Granny Diaries. Award winning columnist for 
San Francisco Chronicle, author of ten books, Adair’s work has appeared in numerous anthologies and 
publications.  

May 17, 2002 was declared Adair Lara Day in San Francisco by proclamation of Mayor Willie Brown. 

More information: www.thewritespot.us  and www.adairlara.com 

Former San Francisco Chronicle columnist and author Adair Lara has been teaching essay and memoir 
workshops for twenty years. Her Students have been published in: The New York Times, The Smithsonian, 
The Washington Post, Newsweek, Self, Runner's World, the San Francisco Chronicle, More Magazine, 
Vanity Fair, and many more.  
 

In Adair’s workshop, you will learn: 
 
• How to decide which stories to tell  

• How to shape your story so that it makes a universal point  

• How to use "ordinary" details and events to create extraordinary insights  

• How to find the resonance in everyday events  

• How to use the techniques of fiction (dialogue, characterization, scene-setting, suspense) to tell a 

true tale  

• How to find the right markets for your essays  

• How to pitch your personal essays to editors 
 

writers helping writers 
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Tyler’s Tantalizing Tips for January 2010  
 

 My tip for this month is: Rush right out to your mailbox, news stand, book store, or local library and 
pick up the January 2010 issue of Writer’s Digest. I think it is one of their best, and several writers I work 
with on a regular basis heartily agree. This is their 90th issue! (And I thought I’d read them all.) The article I 
enjoyed most is titled Secrets of Bestselling Authors, a compilation of inspiration and ideas from authors 
both famous and infamous. Who can compete with that? For those who have the magazine, the article 
begins on page 42. For those who don’t have it - here are some excerpts and author quotes to inspire you 
in 2010. Put your feet up. Sit back. Relax. Enjoy. Happy New Year! 
 
“Sit and quiet yourself. Luxuriate in a certain memory and the details will come. Let the images flow. You’ll 
be amazed at what will come out on paper. I’m still learning what it is about the past that I want to write 
about. It will emerge. It will insist on being told.” 
- Frank McCourt 
 
“Good writing is remembering details most people want to forget. Don’t forget things that were painful, 
embarrassing, or silly. Turn them into a story that tells the truth.”  
- Paula Danziger 
 
“I do a great deal of research. I don’t want anyone to say, ‘That could not have happened.’ It may be fiction, 
but it has to be true.”  
- Jacquelyn Mitchard 
 
“An outline is crucial. It saves so much time. When you write suspense, you have to know where you’re 
going because you have to drop little hints along the way. With the outline, I always know where the story is 
going. So before I ever write, I prepare an outline of 40 or 50 pages.”  
- John Grisham 
 
“Many people say they want to be writers. But let me tell you, they don’t want to be writers. They want to 
have been writers. They want a book in print. But they don’t want to go through the work to get the damn 
book written. There is a huge difference.”  
- James Michener 
 
“Write. Rewrite. When not writing or rewriting, read. I know of no shortcuts.”  
- Larry L. King 
 
“Transitions are critically important. I want the reader to turn the page without thinking she’s turning the 
page. It must flow seamlessly.”  
- Janet Evanovich 
 
And last but not least, “In truth, I never consider the audience for whom I’m writing. I just write what I want 
to write.”  
- J.K. Rowling  
 
I write what I want to write, too. And I love it. However, my 2009 income differed just slightly from J.K.’s. 
Hers? In excess of Her Majesty’s. Mine? $17.21. But I'm not counting. My success is on its way! I can see 
it. I can feel it. It’s gonna happen in 2010! You, too? Hey, we need to talk. Better yet, we need to write. And 
rewrite. And read. 

- Submitted by Pat Tyler 
 
Editor’s Note: Members are invited to ask questions or propose subjects for use in future columns. Your questions are 
like prompt-subjects for Pat Tyler to write about, picking a different member's question to answer each time. Pat’s e-
mail is pat.tyler@att.net. 

writers helping writers 
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Redwood Writers - Dates to Remember 
 

Date Event 

Jan 10 General Membership Meeting 
Memoir Contest winners announced 

Jan 23/30 & Feb 6 Revision Workshops 
Jan 9 Odd Month Reading – Sonoma Library 
Feb 17 Salon 
Feb 21 General Membership Meeting 
March 14 General Membership Meeting 
March 1 UP Publication – deadline to submit 

Submit between Jan 1 and March 1 

March 1 Poetry Contest deadline – Submit Jan to March 

March TBA Odd Month Readings 
April 11 General Membership Meeting 

Poetry Contest Winners announced 

April 25 Redwood Spring Salon – Sunday 2-4pm 
May 15 Short Story Contest – deadline to submit 
May 16 General Membership Meeting 
May TBA Odd Month Readings 
June  RENEW Membership 
June 13 General Membership Meeting 
June 23 Redwood Salon  
July 11 General Membership Meeting 

New Authors’ Book Launch 

July TBA Odd Month Readings 
Aug 15 General Membership Meeting 

Short Story Contest Winners announced 

Aug TBA Conference Writing Contests – deadline 
Aug 22 Redwood Summer Salon – Sunday 2-4pm 
Sept 12 General Membership Meeting 
Sept 25 Sonoma County Book Festival 
Oct 10 General Membership Meeting 
Oct 27 Redwood Salon 
Oct 29 Poetry Night 
Oct 30 Conference Day 

Redwood Writers 2010 Writers Conference 
Poetry and Prose Contest Winners announced 

Nov 14 General Membership Meeting 
Dec 12 General Membership Meeting 
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Redwood Writers - Officers and Committees as of January 2010 
Officers Member Name 
*President Linda Loveland Reid 
*Vice President Karen Batchelor 
*Secretary Brenda Bellinger 
*Treasurer Carylon Alexander 
*CWC & NorCal Rep Kate Farrell 
*Membership Chair Linda McCabe 
*Publicity Rob Koslowsky 
*Hospitality Mona Mechling 
Speaker Coordinator Marlene Cullen 
Program Coordinator Ana Manwaring 
Webmaster Catherine Keegan 
Historian Juanita Martin 
Newsletter Catherine Keegan (filling in until volunteer takes over) 
CWC UP Publishing Kate Farrell 
Salons (Critique Groups) Ana Manwaring (Robin Moore assisting) 
RW Presents (TBA) Ana Manwaring and Linda Reid (Qtr public readings) 
Odd Month Readings Jeane Slone 
Guest Copy Editor Farrell Winter 
Writers Conference Marlene Cullen, Chair 

Rob Koslowsky, Linda Reid, Karen Batchelor 
Vintage Voices Anthology Karen Batchelor 
Accreditation Committee Linda McCabe, Chair 

Karen Batchelor, Kate Farrell 
Copperfield Liaison Linda McCabe 
Member in the Spotlight (Need volunteer to head up) 
Member Reader-Gen 
Meetings 

Karen Batchelor 

Annual Revision Workshops Karen Batchelor 
RW Blog Linda McCabe and Ann Wilkes 
Contests Coordinator Linda Reid 
So Co Book Festival Linda Reid liaison 
RW Meeting 
Announcements 

Susan Littlefield 

Tips for Writers - book Jeanne Miller, Rob Koslowsky 
RW Scribes Jean Henig (back up: Mary Lynn Archibald, Pat Tyler) 
RW Meeting 
Announcements 

Susan Littlefield 

Social Networks Pierrette Mimi Poinsett and Julie Winrich 
 
* Elected Officers 
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